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Brooklyn: 
Bloomie's 
sleepover 
no biggie 

M AYOR BLOOMBERG said earlier this week 
that if there is a transit strike, he would sleep at 
a city office in DUMBO so he could walk to 
City Hall over the Brooklyn Bridge. 

The remark, predictably, set off intense preparations by 
city officials to accommodate the mayor. Meanwhile, a 
different set of preparations were being made in DUMBO. 
Entirely Brooklyn preparations, that is. 

“What the hell do I care?” asked a counterman at 
Grimaldi’s, the famous pizzeria that stands less than a 
quarter-mile from the mayor’s would-be digs. 

Given my reputation as a newshound (or a pizzahound, 
I sometimes get them mixed up), I asked the manager if 
he’d make ; 
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special pie for 
the mayor. 

“What are you 
talking about, 
special pie?” 
the man said. 

“Get out of here.” (Note to self: ouch!) 

This reporter had gone to the legendary pie shop — no 
slices! — to find out how the locals were preparing for the 
mayor’s relocation. 

Expecting excitement, o 
at least a soupcon of mild 
interest, I found instead 
that the “Bronx cheer” 
may be misnamed. 

At The River Cafe, gen- 
eral manager Scott Stam- 
ford could not have been 
more bored by the topic of 
the mayor bedding down 
15 feet from his front 



town?). 

Stamford 
treated me 
like I was a 

health inspec- Q f all the people we met, only Marta 
tor on an Krawiec of the Water Street Ale House 
— - would welcome the Mayor to DUMBO. 

know,” he 

sniffed, “the mayor has eaten here before.” 

Yes, I suggested, but this time, it’ll be different. If the 
mayor is truly in emergency management-mode, he’ll be 
wearing one of those fancy OEM “man of action” fleece 
pullovers — a clear violation of the River Cafe’s “Jackets 
required in the dining room” rule. 

“I think we can waive the rule for the mayor,” Stamford 
said. “He could come in with a bomber jacket if he 

Across the street at Pete’s Downtown, owner Pete 
Thristino said he was planning nothing special for the 
mayor (although perhaps Thristino should remove the 
penne arrabbiata from the menu, lest the mayor order a 
plate of this ethereal, but vaguely Middle Eastern-sound- 
ing, dish and then be accused of not supporting our brave 
troops in Iraq). 

Frankly, Thristino isn’t too focused on the real mayor. 
‘We had Pacino in here once,” he said, referring to the star 
of “City Hall.” 

E VEN THE MAYOR’S HOSTS at the OEM head- 
quarters — officially surplus warehouse B-53 — 
were subdued at the prospect of late night games of 
“Twister” or making prank calls to 311 with their boss. 

I stopped by the warehouse, you know, to welcome the 
mayor and offer him a pillow, but was stopped by a cop 
who called inside. Within a few minutes, OEM deputy 
press secretary Andrew Troisi (what, I don’t rate an AC- 
TUAL press secretary?), came out. 

Everything Troisi said was off the record (which was 
odd, considering that all he said was that the OEM staff 
would be happy to accommodate the mayor), but Troisi 
did confirm that the mayor would, indeed, be sleeping on 

“We’re OEM. We have plenty of cots inside,” Troisi 
said before nervously putting the rest of the conversation 
again off the record (too bad, because he told me the se- 
cret burial site of Judge Crater). 

From the OEM office, the mayor would have a half- 
mile walk to the Brooklyn Bridge. But he should not ex- 
pect people along the route to be throwing rose petals be- 
fore him. See MAYOR SLEEPS on page 15 


MTA strands fans 


No new trains after Nets games 



could not disagree more. 

“People who believe that 
Madison Square Garden is the 
same [as a Brooklyn Nets are- 
na] don’t know Brooklyn,” 
said Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman (D-Park Slope). 

Millman was most surpris- 
ed by the MTA’s admission 
that it does not add service be- 
fore or after Knick games. 

“How can they say their 
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regular service is sufficient?” 
she said. “That was very sur- 
prising to hear that.” 

A spokesman for the MTA 
said he would let the agency’s 
statement speak for itself. 

The MTA’s statement also 
said that “buses are not a key 
component of any service 
plan” after concerts and games 
at Madison Square Garden — 
which also angered the Brook- 
lyn contingent. 

“How can they say that bus- 
es are not critical in Brook- 
lyn?” asked Shirley McRae, 
chairwoman of Community 
Board 2, which lies to the north 
of the Atlantic Yards site. 

McRae called on the MTA 
to include buses in the agen- 
cy’s traffic analyses of the area. 

The borough’s elected offi- 
cials have been meeting regu- 
larly to prepare for the release 
of a draft environmental im- 
pact statement for the Ratner 
project. The DEIS, which is 
expected to be completed next 
month, is supposed to analyze 
existing conditions and offer 
mitigations for problems such 
as traffic or litter that are 
caused by the project. 

This week’s discussion on 
transit issues, combined with a 
similar gathering earlier this 
month on traffic, suggest that 
much more work needs to be 
done to convince local offi- 
cials that the $3.5-billion Rat- 
See NO TRAINS on page 1 3 


Oy tannenbaum J 

Borough President Marty Markowitz pulled the switch on Brookyn's official Christmas tree this week — and also 
plunged into a growing nationwide controversy over what to call the seasonal evergreens. "They're 'Christmas 
trees,' not 'holiday trees'!" the beep told The Brooklyn Papers. "Next thing, people will tell me I light a 'holiday 
menorah' at home, not a Hanukkah menorah." The Papers deconstructs Markowitz's holiday card, page 5. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

If 19,000 cheering Nets 
fans come pouring out of 
an arena at the comer of 
Atlantic and Flatbush av- 
enues someday, the MTA 
is not going to add service 
to help get them home. 

The transit agency, which 
many hope will play a signifi- 
cant role in reducing con- 
gestion resulting from 
Bruce Ratner’s pro- 
posed Atlantic 
Yards mega-devel- 
opment, dropped 
this mini bomb- 
shell this week at 
Borough Hall, 
where Borough 
President Marko- 
witz, local elected 
officials and Commu- 
nity Board chairs n 
discuss Atlantic Yards issues. 

The MTA refused to send a 
representative to the meeting, 
Markowitz said. Instead, the 
agency sent over a statement 
outlining its plans for service 
to and from Nets games at the 
Ratner arena. 

“For Madison Square Gar- 
den, the regularly scheduled 
service is sufficient for every 
typical event,” the agency said 
in a statement. “Madison 
Square Garden is the ... model 
[for Nets game service] be- 
cause it is about the same size 
and situated on multiple lines.” 

Brooklyn elected officials 
— some who support Ratner’s 
plan, others who oppose it — 


10,000 pennies for Yard thoughts 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Someone wants to know what 
Brooklyn thinks of Bmce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards project — and that 
secret someone is willing to pay 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
find out. 

Thousands of Brooklyn residents 
have been paid $100 each to attend fo- 
cus group sessions conducted by a 
Cobble Hill marketing research firm. 

The sessions centered on people’s 
perceptions of the $3. 5-billion com- 


mercial, residential and arena mega- 
project — and how well Forest City 
Ratner is getting its message out about 
the project’s purported benefits. 

“They kept telling us how much af- 
fordable housing there would be,” said 
one small business owner who partici- 
pated. “They told us about the park. 
They told us about how many jobs 
there would be.” 

Another business owner in the same 
session called it “a bunch of talking 

“We were rolling our eyes,” said Er- 
ica Kalick, the owner of Erica’s 


EXCLUSIVE 


Rugelach and Baking Company. 

Focus groups, which have become a 
staple of modem marketing, allow big 
companies to reach out to potential 
consumers and hear how well — or 
how poorly — their sales or public re- 
lations strategy is working. 

In political campaigns, they are often 
used as a way of swaying public opinion 
under the guise of a neutral survey. 

That seemed to be the approach 


here, participants said. 

“It was fhn, but scary,” explained one 
attendee. “I came in against the project, 
but by the time I left, my attitude was, 
‘Oh yeah, let’s build. It’s going to be 
wonderful’.” 

Experts said focus groups allow politi- 
cians and companies to hide their inten- 
tions while testing various messages. 

“It gives a grass-roots feel,” said 
Tony Herbert, a vice president of Vital 
Marketing in Manhattan. “It helps 
identify the brand and the demand for 
the product.” 

See THOUGHTS on page 13 


Having a ball 

Historic sphere found in hidden draw 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Giants won the pennant, but 
Sterling Deeb will get the cash. 

Last month, the Gainsville, Geor- 
gia man got luckier than Bobby 
Thomson when he discovered a 
baseball signed by every member of 
the tragic 1951 Brooklyn Dodgers 
hidden inside a piece of furniture 
he’d just purchased. 

Deeb paid $650 for the antique 
desk at an auction of abandoned prop- 
erty. He didn’t notice the ball until he 
was about to resell the desk. 

“I heard something rattling 
around,” he told The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers, “which was strange because 


I’d emptied all the drawers already.” 

The ball was in a secret “drawer 
behind a drawer,” Deeb said. 

Although he’s a self-proclaimed 
Atlanta Braves fanatic, Deeb knew 
the importance of the discovery — 
more so after he had the ball’s au- 
thenticity verified. 

It held the signatures of four fu- 
ture Hall of Famers — Jackie Rob- 
inson, Pee Wee Reese, Roy Campa- 
nella and Duke Snider. 

It’s also signed by Ralph Branca, 
who gave up the homer to Thomson 
that cost the Bums the pennant in ’ 5 1 . 

Deeb admitted he never considered 
donating the ball to the people of 
Brooklyn, where many still remember 
where they were standing when they 


heard radio announcer Russ Hodges 
yell, “The Giants win the pennant! 
The Giants win the pennant!” 

Instead, Deeb put the ball on 
eBay — item number 8735570432 
— in an auction that ends at 10:30 
pm Sunday. He expects it to sell for 
several thousand dollars. At press 
time, it was already up to $910.37. 

An independent auctioneer said 
Deeb shouldn’t expect to strike it 
rich by selling a cherished piece of 
Brooklyn history. 

“Balls with many signatures have 
proven to be less valuable than balls 
with one or two signatures,” said 
Arlen Ettinger, president of Guern- 
sey’s, a Manhattan auction house. “It 
won’t put his kid through college.” 
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better products, naturally 

BrooklYrfs largest selection of natural and 
homeopathic products for dogs, cats $. rabbits 


food, treats, collars, leashes 


169 Lincoln Place at 7th A ve. (718) 246-4600 
Mon-Fri: noon-9pm; Sat & Sun llam-7pm 


comprehensive 

HIV CARE 


■ Hormone Replacement 
• Lipodystrophy 
•Wasting Syndrome 
•Salvage Therapy 


• Case Management 

• Legal Aid 

• One-site Laboratory 

• On-site Pharmacy (Early 2006) 


Nutritional & Psychological Support 



Kings County Ambulatory Medicine 

at the Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

313 - 43rd Street at 3rd Ave., Sunset Park 

( 800 ) 971-6019 

( 718 ) 369-1900 

Near R, N & D trains and 35 & 37 buses 


Professional Whitening System 

science 

ofsmiles 

whiten your teeth in about an hour! 

take your first Stepto feeling good, looking great and making 


Call today! 

Ronald I. Teichman, D.D.S. 

Cosmetic And Family Dentistry 

357 Seventh Avenue (At 1 Oth St.), Park Slope 

718-768-1111 



Has IBS DISTORTED 
Your Way of Life? 


If you have IRRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME, 
or IBS, you know the symptoms .... 



Biggest snowball fight ever! 

Slope resident wants it to happen in Prospect Park 


By Jordana Rothman 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Like unplanned pregnan- 
cies and Dylan Thomas 
poems, Jonathan Rosen’s 
great idea was conceived 
over a round of stiff drinks. 

In Rosen’s case, the drinks 
coincided with the season’s 
first snowflakes last week — 
and Rosen had a Eureka mo- 
ment: he wanted to hold the 
world’s largest snowball fight 
in Prospect Park. 

After consulting Guinness 
World Records, the famous 
chronicle of record-breaking 
absurdity, Rosen quickly 
moved to challenge the exist- 
ing snowball champions, the 
Wauconda Lions Club of Illi- 
nois, which drew 3,084 hurlers 
to a field of honor in January. 

Rosen has a benevolent 
agenda beyond the thrill of 
eternal fame. 

“Winter is a tough time,” he 
said. “And with people being 
angry with the government, 
Iraq, the economy, it’s just 
good for morale.” 

The fleeting sense of good- 
will that surfaces sometime 
between Halloween and New 
Years has worked to Rosen’s 
advantage, setting hundreds of 
Rolodexes a’flutter after his 
initial Craigslist post about the 
proposed wintery war game. 

It has since generated a del- 
uge of enthusiastic responses 
offering everything from 
grassroots networking (“A 
friend of a friend’s boyfriend 
knows someone at Borough 
Hall!”) and press coverage to 
hot cocoa and Web site de- 
sign. Thanks to word of 
mouth, Rosen’s project seems 
to be, well, snowballing. 

But no good deed goes un- 
punished. Rosen, a chemist 
for a New Jersey-based phar- 
maceutical company, has been 
inundated with calls and been 
forced to juggle his responsi- 



whole process screams ‘Calvin’ 
and ‘Hobbes,’” he said. 

Confident that he will be 
able to surpass the 3,000 mark, 
Rosen has also begun to dele- 
gate work to an eager lineup 
of Brooklynites and hopes to 
have an informational Web 
site running in the coming 


“I’m getting more and more 
excited about this as the posi- 
tive feedback keeps coming 
in,” he said in a recent Snow- 
ball Fight Update, “I really be- 
lieve we can make this work.” 
Would-be participants 
should email Rosen at brook- 
lynsnowballfight@gmail.com 
for updates. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 ^ daycare 8 boarding 

AA 718 222-4900 

^ \\ 7am-iODm weekdays, Qam-iOpiti weekends 


te the world's largest snowball fight in Prospect 


“This is quickly becoming 
too much,” he said this week 
via email. “Yesterday, I didn’t 
get to sleep until well after 3.” 

In addition to authenticat- 
ing his claim with Guinness 
— which requires independ- 
ent media coverage of the 
event, signed verification by 
at least two public notaries, 
and visual footage — Rosen 

tions against such fun. 

The Parks Department, for 
example, stipulates that a per- 
mit must be obtained for any 
event drawing more than 25 
people. And an event whose 
success depends upon amass- 


AP: 'Squid' rules 

Associated Press 

Brooklyn played host to the best movie of the year. 

“The Squid and the Whale,” Noah Baumbach’s darkly comic 
tale of growing up in a dysfunctional Brooklyn family during the 
1980s, has been named top film of 2005 by Associated Press critic 
Christy Lemire. 

“There isn’t a false note in this funny story about married writ- 
ers who are divorcing, and how the split affects their sons,” Lemire 
wrote in her year-end roundup. 

“Writer-director Noah Baumbach’s film, loosely based on his 
own ‘80s adolescence in Brooklyn, is poignant and observant, hi- 
larious and achingly sad, often at the same time. Jeff Daniels is per- 
fect as the pompous patriarch whose glory days have long since 
passed. Daniels gets excellent support from Laura Linney as his 
wife and Jesse Eisenberg and Owen Kline as their confused kids.” 

Lemire also praised the non-Brooklyn films “Capote,” “Syri- 
ana,” “Good Night, and Good Luck,” and the documentary “Mur- 
derball.” 
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NOTICES 

The State University of New York Downstate 
Project No. 04-108 Titled: Central Sterile 

ect is being bid under Wick’s Law. Separate bids 
General Construction - demolition, drywall, ceil- 

Comptroller. Bidding and Contract Documents 
and at: Site (SUNY Campus) Plan Rooms (Offices 

BROOKLYN, LLC. SECOND: The county within 
this state in which the office of the limited liabili- 
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ing more than 3,000 people 
has, as a bureaucrat might put 
it, a greater burden of proof 
before getting the required 

A Parks spokesperson said 
the department is open to ex- 
ploring the idea, although 
Rosen hasn’t officially re- 
quested a permit. The park 
has hosted large-scale events 
in the past, but never an event 
that requires a snowfall, which 
is somewhat difficult to plan 
for in advance. 

Parks rules state that a per- 
mit request must indicate a 
specific date. 

Given the litigiousness of 
today’s society, Rosen has 
looked into insurance cover- 
age, which he expects would 
be “more expensive than, say, 
a 3,000-person poetry read- 
ing.” 

He hopes that the backing 
of irrepressible Brooklyn Bor- 
ough President Marty 
Markowitz will sway city offi- 
cials. Markowitz called the 
event “a way for nations that 
disagree to settle their differ- 

Despite that seal of ap- 
proval, the burdens of weather 
and insurance seem to give 
Rosen’s project a snowball’s 
chance in Tampa. 

Somehow, though, he 
seems to have maintained 
footing through his red-tape 
tango. He’s even had a few 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 Stljohns Place 

638-6583 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


Park Slope's Egalitarian, 

768-1453 R 28 3i 

Union 

Temple 



Shabbat Shalom! 



minutes to consider team 
“Something about this 



....... ;ed playgrounds - fun fi SAFE 

web cams - watch your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Owning A Home 

Has Never Been Easier! 



» Streamlined 
Application Process 

» Pre-approvals 
in 24 hours 
» Residential & 
Commercial Mortsases 
» 1st & 2nd Mortsases 
» Direct Lendins 
• Low or no down 
payment options 
» Post-bankruptcy & 
no credit approvals 
» No income / 
no asset verification 


LIBERTY CAPITAL 

E Purchases MORTGAGES Refinance 


2351 HYLAN BLVD SI NY 10306 • LICENSED MORTGAGE BANKER NYS BANKING DEPT 



MANHATTAN-QUALITY SHOPPING... 

IN BROOKLYN! 


* jawyh# 



Your neighborhood 
market - with the low 
prices & convenience 
you deserve! 


Largest selection 0 

NATURAL & , 
ORGANIC 
PRODUCTS 


Great selection of 


BEERS 
& ALES 

from around 



Gourmet Deli, 
Cheeses, 
and Meats 



Open 24 hours, 7 days a week, 

365 days a year! 


369 Flatbush Ave. 

(between 7th & 8th Avenues) 

Home Delivery Service Available 

(718) 789-3007 
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Two more OKs for Bridge 'park' 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Plans for the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park residential, com- 
mercial and open space 
development moved for- 
ward with back-to-back ap- 
proval votes by two state 
bodies this week. 

On Wednesday, the Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park Development 
Corporation unanimously ap- 
proved the plan it had created 
with the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation, which gave 
its own approval the next day. 

The plan — which relies on 
luxury development within the 
project to pay for public 
greenspace — will now move 
forward towards a final ap- 
proval early next year. 

Many members of the pub- 
lic say the financing scheme 
will jeopardize the public 
character of the site’s park-like 
components. 

Area residents got another 
chance to complain about that 
scheme on Tuesday, when 
project architect Michael Van 


Valkenburg joined city offi- 
cials at a briefing on the $ 150- 
million development. 

Privately owned develop- 
ment will amount to 8.2-acres 
— or 10 percent — of total 
parkland. 

“There is always going to 
be a conflict between condo 
residents and park users,” said 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment 
Association President Sandy 
Balboza. “The financing needs 
to be worked differently. I still 
feel that way.” 

Van Valkenburgh avoided 
commenting on the develop- 
ment’s commercial element, 
emitting exasperated sighs 
each time the topic surfaced. 

Van Valkenburgh mostly 
stayed out of politics, but he 
did field several tough ques- 
tions about the demolition of a 
building near the intersection 
of Old Fulton and Water 
streets. 

The 1936 Modernist ware- 
house — also known as the 
Purchase Building — is slated 
for demolition. 

Preservationists want to see it 
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of your Stomach 
Problems 


Are you a woman 
experiencing any 
of these 
symptoms? 

• Early fullness while eating 

• Post-meal fullness 

• Bloating 

You may have a digestive condition 
called DYSPEPESIA, which may occur 
during or after eating. Our physicians 
are conducting a research study for 
DYSPEPSIA with the investigational use 
of an already approved medication and 
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te you to take part. If you qu 
you will receive all study 
and study medication. 


/A 


www.belly911.com 



A model of a hotel on Pier 1 , part of the proposed Brooklyn Bridge Park waterfront development, at Polytech Universi- 
ty's Dibner Hall in Downtown Brooklyn on Tuesday. 


converted for recreational use, 
but Van Valkenburgh said that 
the bulky building must be razed 
to improve views in the park. 

“It is very important that peo- 
ple in the park know where they 
are going and that there is a 


sense of connectivity between 
all parts of the park,” he said. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park De- 
velopment Corporation Presi- 
dent Wendy Leventer offered an 
olive-branch to project critics 
at the end of the presentation. 


“We want to assure you that 
the park will be built before all 
development starts,” she said. 

The development would 
stretch from the Manhattan 
Bridge to Atlantic Avenue. 
Planners say it will include a 


luxury hotel, condos and retail 
space, plus more than a mile 
of open space including sports 
fields, basketball courts and a 
large “safe-water zone” where 
swimming in the East River 
will be permitted. 


Profits down for Ratner 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The company that wants to build an 
arena for the struggling New Jersey 
Nets had a bad third quarter of its own. 

In an earning statement released last 
week, Forest City Enterprises, the parent 
company of Atlantic Yards developer 
Forest City Ratner, reported a 30-percent 
fall in profits. 

Profits were $55 million, or 54 cents 
per share, down from $79 million, or 78 
cents per share, over the first nine 


months of 2004. 

But according to CEO Charles Ratner, 
who is Nets owner Bruce Ratner’s 
cousin, the slip in profit is only tempo- 

“We believe these results will be more 
than offset by a strong performance in 
the fourth quarter,” Ratner said in a 
statement. 

The weak profits for the Cleveland- 
based real-estate giant stemmed from 
more land purchases and fewer property 
sales than during the same period last 
year, experts said. 


In addition to the $100 million FCE 
sunk into the MTA rail yards for the At- 
lantic Yards project, the company ac- 
quired more than 400 acres for a golf 
course in North Carolina and moved for- 
ward with a mega-mall in Denver. 

The appetite for land does not seem to 
be diminishing anytime soon. 

Last week, Washington, DC selected 
Forest City Enterprises to partner with a 
local development corporation on a five- 
acre parcel near the city’s new baseball 
stadium, a project that, like the Nets are- 
na, requires the use of eminent domain. 
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■ BABY IT’S 

"COLD OUT! 

I Warm up with a new heater 


DeLonghi 

SafeHeater 



HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS! 

Huge selection 
of Christmas 
Decorations... 



Bows, Lights, & More! 





We AppreciateYour Business! 


k 


85 COUrt Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 





There’s nothing quite like giving the 

PERFECT GIFT! 



Alba Botanica 

Organic Bath & Body 
Gift Set 

• Bath & Shower Gel (12 n.oz.) 

• Very Emollient Body Lotion (12 0. oz.) 

• Mango Vanilla Moisturizing 
Shave Cream (a n.oz.) 

• Exfoliating Towel & Razor 

$21.95 



Brooklyn’s 
Best Source 
for Natural 
Bath & Body 


WE CARRY: Burt's Bees, Shikai, Alba Organics, 
Ecco Bella, Kiss My Face, Avalon Organics, 
California Baby & Many More Brands 

(718) 230-3802 


IT KNOWS IF YOU’VE 
BEEN GOOD. 
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GRAND OPENING 
SALE 

EXTENDED TO MONDAY, 12/19 

ALL CLUBS CELEBRATE OUR BROOKLYN HEIGHTS OPENING 

$0 INITIATION-ONLY $79 PER MONTH* 


MINI OF MANHATTAN 


555 West 57th Street 


(at 11th Avenue) 


New York, NY 


212. 586. MINI 


www.mininyc.com 


’Tis the season at MINI of Manhattan! 


©2005 MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC. The MINI name and logo are registered trademarks. 
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FOR A 10V 2 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789 4600 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625 0500 

METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 718 330 0007 

TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B'WAY & CHURCH 212 966 5432 
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To elect 
a thief 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Assemblyman Roger Green — currently running in 
the tenth congressional district — told the New York 
Times that voters don’t think it’s a “major issue” that 
he stole $5,000 from the state. We asked district resi- 
dents if Green is right. 


“A stealing politician is a 
corrupt politician. Of 
course, he might do some 
work for the good of the 
people in general, but you 
could hardly avoid that if 
you are in a high position 
of power. But regardless 
of what he does for the 
good, a corrupt politician 
is not a good politician.” 
Thomas Duddy, 
Brooklyn Heights 




“It’s about honesty. A poli- 
tician should be account- 
able for all he does. And 
as voters, we should be 
concerned about who a 
person is before we put 
him in office. We need to 
make our politicians be- 
have honestly.” 

Marion Bailey, 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 




PARENT 


Holden smells like Teen 


Homework. Teen Spirit hates do- 
ing it and Smartmom hates forcing 
him to do it. 

So ever since TS was a wee third- 
grader at Park Slope’s sacred PS 
321, Smartmom and TS have been 
in a destructive pas-de-deux over his 
school responsibilities and her re- 
sponsibility to get him to live up to 

Anti-authority by na- 

ture, Teen Spirit just 
doesn’t get the point of 
it. When he leaves the 
school building he likes 
to leave all thoughts — 
and responsibilities — 
of school behind. 

Which means that 
night after night, 

Smartmom and papa 
Hepcat are thrust into 
the unenviable role 
making sure Teen Spirit 
reads his Gilgamesh, 
computes his algebra 
problems, and conju- 
gates Spanish verbs. 

But don’t think Teen 
Spirit isn’t up to the 
task. He’s sharp as a pin and then 
some. At the risk of sounding like 
the cliche of a Park Slope parent, 
Teen Spirit’s IQ is off the charts. 
Maybe he’s just bored. Didn’t Ein- 
stein flunk out of grammar school? 

Still, Smartmom and Hepcat’s ef- 
forts to slay the homework dragon 
are right out of a medieval epic Teen 
Spirit hasn’t read (yet?). The nightly 
battles with Teen Sprit have included 
slammed doors, screaming fights, 
futile threats (“You better do it or, 
um, or, or else!”) and complaints 


SMART 

mom 



from the downstairs neighbors. 

Over the years, they’ve tried 
every kind of motivational strategy, 
including homework charts, tutors, 
positive reinforcement, negative re- 
inforcement and more. On numerous 
occasions, they’ve had to make the 
television set, laptop, cellphone, and 
iPod off-limits. 

And when that doesn’t 

work, they put him in 

complete lock-down, 
watching him like a 
door-checker at the Food 
Coop until he gets the 
work done. 

Who can blame TS for 
his disinterest in home- 
work after a long day at 
school? 

There’s so much he’d 
rather be doing, like 
practicing with his band, 
(think Queen-meets- 
Bright Eyes) reading 
Manga books at Barnes 
& Noble, playing Con- 
nect-4 with his friends at 
the Cocoa Bar, or draw- 
ing anime superheroes. 

Meanwhile, Smartmom’s 8-year 
old daughter, the Oh So Feisty One, 
is “student of the week” when it 
comes to homework. In class, she 
writes the homework assignment 
down neatly in her daily homework 
book and checks everything off as 

In many ways, OSFO is just so 
much more suited for classroom rou- 
tines. And this thrills Smartmom no 
end. Worn down by Teen Spirit’s 
homework histrionics, Smartmom is 
proud of OSFO’s work ethic. 


Crawford 


Which isn’t to say that Smartmom 
and Hepcat aren’t also proud of their 
male offspring, a creative iconoclast 
with decidedly off-beat charm. But 
his non-conformity is also, sadly, 
one of the things that drives them 
crazier than a rush-hour driver on 
Flatbush Avenue. 

And that’s where the anxiety 
comes in. Living in Park Slope, the 
pressure is on to produce perfect 
children. Smartmom has felt the 
pressure since she was a new mom 
at the post-partum exercise class at 
The Dance Studio comparing baby 
birth weights and developmental 
milestones with other moms. 

Who knew people actually re- 
membered their kids’ Apgar scores?! 

As time went on, Smartmom and 
her friends believed they could cre- 
ate the perfect child the same way 
many of them had become partners 
at law firms, bond traders and book 

To create superkids, they just 
needed the time and energy to Volvo 
them from school to Power Play for 
gymnastics, the Brooklyn Conserva- 
tory of Music, Let’s Play Chess, and 
the AYSO soccer field. Perfection 
was possible: it was just a matter of 
hard work (and plenty of Paxil). 

And when the children disap- 
pointed with less-than-perfect grades 
or tepid interest in their parent’s ex- 
tracurricular choices (musical the- 
ater, rock climbing, hands-on sci- 
ence), Smartmom and her friends 
blamed themselves and resolved to 
work harder. Afraid to let their chil- 
dren make their own mistakes, they 
continued to shape them with rigor. 

But kids will be kids. Last week, 


Smartmom got a call from Teen 
Spirit’s English teacher. “He hasn’t 
been handing his homework in,” the 
teacher said. “He owes me a couple 
of essays.” At this, Smartmom’s anx- 
iety went into overdrive: Teen Spir- 
it’s second-quarter grade wasn’t 
looking good. 

When Smartmom hung up the 
phone, type-A panic raced through 
her. “College is less than four years 
away,” she thought. “What chance 
does he have of getting into a decent 
school with a barely passing grade in 
freshman English?” 

When Teen Spirit got home that 
night, Smartmom and Hepcat read 
him the riot act. They’d already 
locked away his iBook. Instant Mes- 
saging was out of the question and 
there were more deprivations to 

“We really don’t mind if you want 
to sit in front of a Korean market on 
Seventh Avenue with a cup when 
you grow up,” Hepcat said. 

Teen Spirit stormed off to his bed- 
room. Smartmom wondered if Teen 
Spirit’s performance in school was a 
referendum on their parenting. 
Maybe she and Hepcat could be bet- 
ter homework cops. But then, how 
to explain OSFO’s enjoyment of all 
things school-oriented — from her 
Hello Kitty pencil holders to the 
homework folder filled with careful- 
ly finished homework assignments? 

Dispirited, Smartmom was about 
to turn in for the night when she no- 
ticed that Teen Spirit’s light was still 
on. She stuck her head in and saw 
that he was lying under his blue 
plaid comforter reading, “The Catch- 
er in the Rye.” 


Spirit 

“Is that for school?” Smartmom 
asked hopefully. 

“No,” Teen Spirit said, clearly an- 

“Why don’t you write one of 
those missing homework essays 
about that book?” she suggested. 

“No, thanks. That’ll ruin it,” he 
said. 

Neither of them said a word. 
Smartmom felt proud of Teen Spirit 
even if he didn’t want to write the 
essay. 

He appreciated Salinger’s master- 
piece for all the right reasons and not 
for the wrong reason (to get an Eng- 
lish teacher off his back). Like Teen 
Spirit, the book’s protagonist, Holden 
Caufield, resents the superficiality, 
hypocrisy, and shallowness that he 
sees all around him. Adults are just 
phonies who make Holden (and, I’m 
learning. Teen Spirit) feel alienated. 

Maybe Teen Spirit would never 
like homework and school would al- 
ways be a chore. Still, Smartmom 
felt unyielding love for her baby boy 
who is now nearly six-feet-tall with 
a low voice and the beginnings of 
stubble on his face. 

He needs to make his own mis- 
takes and find his own way, that’s 
for sure. But finally, Smartmom has 
realized that unless she supports the 
qualities that make Teen Spirit such 
a spirited teen, she’s a phony like the 
rest of them. 

Imagine that: Smartmom embrac- 
ing her son’s alienation. Well, it’s a 


Louise Crawford also edits Only The 
Blog Knows Brooklyn, which is at 
umw.onlythehbglmombrooklyn.com. 



“A politician who steals has 
to go to jail. People don’t 
have food to eat and he is 
stealing $5,000. For what? 
I wouldn’t elect a person 
who steals no matter what 
he does that is good for 
me. If he steals, he is a 
criminal. It’s simple.” 

Binho, 
Brooklyn Heights. 



“Stealing is a symptom 
of badness. I work 12 
hours every day to make 
my money so I can live. 
When I hear that someone 
steals money, it really 
pisses me off, especially 
when it is a politician. A 
politician who steals 
should give up his seat 
and change professions. 
You can forgive many 
people, but not a politi- 
cian.” Radek Sweis, 
Downtown 



“They are all criminals, 
whether they get caught or 
not. I try to listen to my 
heart and vote for the best 
person — but the truth is 
that, to get ahead in that 
business, you have to be 
willing to do what some- 
one else wants in order to 
do what you want. It’s a 
funny system.” 

Joe Barbar, 

Downtown 


Interviews by Ariella Cohen 
Photos by Tom Callan 


Christ will return soon 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 

The Mighty God, The Everlasting father, the Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6 


Jean Robert Romulus, MD 

Civil Surgeon 

Providing complete physical 
examinations for immigrants 

Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm; Sat: 9am-5pm 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 
1428 Flatbush Ave. 

(bet. Farragut Rd & Glenwood Rd) 

Brooklyn, NY 11210/(718) 434-2900 

But thou, Bethelem Ephratah through thou Be little among the thousand, of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall be come forth unite Me that is to be Ruler in 
Israel, Whose going forth has been from Old to Everlasting - Micah 5:2 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 


guitar lessons 

2002 Berklee College of Music Grad. 


i 


saching style. Excelleni 
ged. 


617 - 823-7784 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718 - 768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 


IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718 - 693-0583 


The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 


Balloon Sculpting, Puppi 
nes, M.C., Comic Roasting: 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
reading, writing). At my office 


-k Slope 


jr hom< 


Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-5111 


Chemistry, Biology, 
Physics, Math & SAT 


preparation (Regents & SAT). 
ACADEMIC EDGE. 

(718) 501-5111 


Biology Tutor 

MS in Biochemistry, NY Timi 

Bio Teacher at NYC Science t- 

idigdarwin@yahoo.com 

(917)204-1250 , 


English Tutor 

jeens College M.A. NYC DOE 


WHAT'S COOKING? 



At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills and 
techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 

• Fun & learning for ages 6-13 




ART FOR KliD S 

theartistryprof 

•After school programs •Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 

1 85 Sackett Street Free trial for new students, 

between Henry and Hicks See our website for details. 


NEW LOCATION @ 182 21st STREET 


MUSIC TOGETHER 


of Greenwood Heights 

45 minutes of baby/toddler musical fun each week 
CLASSES BEGIN TAN. 6TH. REGISTER NOW!! 
Contact us for a free trial class. 

718-483-1690 

www.musictogetherofgreenwoodheights.com 



jtllggS SdTool, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 
■Q Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 
■QiCaring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 



TEENS, LEARN MUSIC RECORDING f\ 

with an INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL! * 

• Full-day workshop in a professional music studio 

• Hands-on experience for young musicians and computer buffs 1 

• Sessions limited to small groups (6-8 max) 

• Convenient location in Dumbo 2 blocks from F train 

• Lunch included * 

Veteran music producer and composer, university professor, and Bacon Brothers 
band member Paul Guzzone gives kids 12-16 their first recording studio experience 
in a fun, friendly, and professional environment. They’ll discover the studio secrets 
behind their favorite songs. They’ll get behind the microphone and work the 
equipment. They’ll record together like pros - and take home a CD. 


Great Holiday Gift! 

SPECIAL PRICE WITH THIS AD 
IF YOU RESERVE A SPACE 
BY DEC 31: $145 (save $50) 


Call for details: 718-624-6300 • tz@triplezmusic.com 
Sessions on weekends and school holidays. Dates are scheduled as slots are filled. 



Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 

"Providing quality preschool 
education and childcare" 


OPEN HOUSES: 6:30pm 
Dec 20, Jan 10, Jan 17, 
Jan 24, Jan 31 


Children of all Ethnic & 

Cultural Backgrounds Welcome 


Extended Hours for Working Parents 
Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Educatior 


1 


ri 

J*- 



Arts & Crafts 
Store and Studio 

• Arts S. Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids S. Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 


This Week’s 

Workshops 

Mosaics 

Tues, 12/20 

Make a Holiday 
Ornament for Kids 

Wed, 12/21 

The Art of Observing 
uv/Pen & Ink 

Wed, 12/21 

Ornament for Adult: 

t Thur, 12/22 

uraw itnen tat a urinKi 

the Still Life Fri, 12/23 

[Pre-registrat 

ion required) 
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It's in the card 

Deconstructing Marty's holiday greeting 



The Brooklyn Papers 

Thousands of Brooklynites will receive a holiday card 
from Borough President Marty Markowitz this year — 
but many may miss the meaning behind the subtle sym- 


bols on the front. 

Please allow The Brooklyn Papers to clarify. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 

This is the famed white 
tuxedo Markowitz wears 
during his summer con- 
cert series. Officials at 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame denied reports 
that they are trying to 
buy the suit for their per- 
manent collection. 


This is Markowitz's 5- 
year-old African grey 
parrot, "Beep." 
Sources have denied 
that Markowitz has 
another bird named 


This is a subtle 
reference to 
Markowitz's ef- 
fort to help save 
the B&B Carou- 
sel!, which was 
almost sold for 
parts before the 
city bought it. 


No, this is not 
Michael Jack- 
son. It’s Mar- 
kowitz's wife 
Jamie, who is 
not only better 
looking than 
Jackson, but is 
a much better 


It is unclear whether this is a simple Christmas image or a 
powerful statement in support of same-sex reindeer coupling. 


"Medicare Prescription Plan: Unraveling the Mystery" 

A free presentation at Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay today 12/17 at 1:00pm 


Every day can’t be a holiday. 
But they can all be special. 


Being surrounded by people who care doesn’t 
have to end with the holidays. 

For more than 20 years, Sunrise Senior Living 
has provided a variety of living arrangements 
and personalized services from people who 
recognize that each senior is unique. 

Our resident-centered approach puts seniors 
first, presenting them with options to match 
their individual needs and wishes. By offering 
amenities and services, delicious meals, 
stimulating activities and scheduled group 
outings, we work every day to improve your 
senior loved one’s quality of life. 



Sunrise , w 

Senior Living mTF 


L'-rihuun 

MtdkU Cwiir 


& 


6s 


Sunrise at Mill Basin 
Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 


718-444-2600 

718-616-1850 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, v 


5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 
2211 Emmons Avenue , Brooklyn, NY 1 1 235 

vw.sunriseseniorliving.com 


“It’s the most 

BP 

wonderful time 
of the year. . . ” 


4, 



May your holidays be merry and bright. 
Best wishes to all for a healthy, happy 
and prosperous New Year! 

RIDGEWOOD 

SAVINGS BANK© 



The Parkinson's Disease Program at New York Methodist Hospital offers comprehensive 
diagnostic and treatment programs for Parkinson’s and other movement disorders. While 
there is currently no cure for the disease, our team of specialists provide many treatments 
which can improve the quality of life. 

Parkinson's Disease is just one of the many conditions treated by New York 
Methodist Hospital's Institute for Neurosciences. We offer comprehensive 
programs for : 

• Alzheimer's Disease • Vascular Neurosugery 

• Neuropathy and Neuromuscular Diseases 

• Pituitary Problems • Epilepsy • Strokes 

• Parkinson’s and other Movement Disorders 

For more information 

718 - 246-8820 



m 


byterian Healthcare System 
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Cowan-Ries 

Jane S. Cowan, 40, and Timothy C. Ries, 42, 
were married by the Honorable Alice Rubin 
Fisher in a civil ceremony, followed by a unique 
and charming reception at the Coney Island 
Museum on Sept. 24, 2005. 

The bride, who grew up in Bay Ridge, is the 
daughter of Barbara and Roger Cowan of Bay 
Ridge. She attended John Dewey High School 
and earned a degree in the Growth and Structure 
of Cities from Bryn Mawr College in 1987, then 
went on to attain a Masters in Historic Preserva- 
tion from Columbia University in 1996. She is 
currently employed as a freelance architectural 
historian and educator, working for clients such 
as the Municipal Art Society; Learning by De- 
sign, NY; Greenwich Village Society for His- 
toric Preservation; Coney Island, USA; the 
Queens Historical Society; and the Alice Austen 
House Museum in Staten Island. 

The groom is originally from Stamford, 
Conn., and is the son of Elizabeth B. and the 
late William J. Ries of St. Louis, Mo. He attend- 
ed Westhill High School In Stamford, Conn., 
and earned his Associates degree at St. Louis 
Community College, and plans to complete his 
Bachelor’s in Anthropology at City College of 
New York in 2006. He is employed as a free- 
lance film and television production manager. 

The couple now resides in Windsor Terrace. 
Love story: 

The bride says: “We had a non-denomina- 
tional ceremony at the Coney Island Museum, 
which is part of Coney Island, USA, the only 


arts and theater organization in Coney Island. It 
is housed in a 1917 building which originally 
housed Childs Restaurant. The building con- 
tains Coney Island memorabilia, including an 
original Steeplechase horse, fun house mirrors, 
bumper cars and wicker rolling carts. 

“After the ceremony, guests were given tickets 
and rode Coney Island’s legendary rides, including 
the Cyclone. Some viewed sideshow performanc- 
es, other strolled along the famous beach and 
boardwalk, and some guests took a self-guided 
tour of Coney Island with a brochure I wrote. 

“Guests then returned to the museum for the 
reception, which included music provided by 
my husband’s large collection of 78 RPM 
records played on his wind-up Victrola.” 

Who proposed, and how? 

The bride says: “Tim proposed at the Uni- 
sphere in Flushing Meadows Park in Queens. 
Using a vintage Polaroid camera, he took a pic- 
ture of me. When the picture came out, and the 
top sheet was unpeeled, it revealed the words 
‘Jane, will you marry me?”’ 

How did you meet? 

The bride says: “We met on an online dating 
service, when Tim noticed that I owned a 1930s 
Philco radio. Intrigued and being a collector of 
vintage ephemera himself, he contacted me. We 
are both ardent admirers of all things vintage.” 

Visit www.TheBrooklynBride.com to submit 
your wedding or engagement announcement. 
Announcements are run on a space available ba- 
sis. Our next issue is Jan. 14, 2006. 



And the winners are... 

Salvatore and Grigoli from Bensonhurst 


Josephine Salvatore, 24, and Anthony Grigoli, 
29, both from Bensonhurst, are the November 
winners of The Brooklyn Bride cruise-a-month 
giveaway, sponsored by Michael C. Fina. 

The couple plans to be married on Oct. 27, 
2006, in a ceremony at Regina Pacis, with the 
reception at Crest Hollow Country Club in 
Long Island. They expect 200 guests to join 

The bride-to-be is the daughter of Peter and 
Connie Salvatore of Staten Island. She grew up 
near 69th Street at 20th Avenue in Bensonhurst, 
and graduated from New Utrecht High School 
in 2000. She is currently the manager of Holly- 
wood Tans, on 13th Avenue near 74th Street in 
Dyker Heights. 

The groom-to-be is the son of Francesca and 
the late John Grigoli of Dyker Heights. He also 
attended New Utrecht High School, graduating 
in 1993. He is employed as a longshoreman in 
Bayonnne, N.J. 

How did you meet? 

The bride-to-be says: “We met through mutu- 
al friends. I used to go to work with a friend of 
his, and one day he came by after work. We hit 
it off right away and became friends. We spent 
lots of time together, and then he finally had the 
guts to say, ‘Hey I really like you. Do you want 
to come to dinner and meet my family?’ We’d 
been good friends for five months at that point, 
and started dating in June 2003. He asked me to 
marry him last Thanksgiving, 2004.” 



Who proposed, and how? 

The bride-to-be says: “I walked into his sis- 
ter’s house, and both of our whole families were 
there. He was already on his knee when I 
walked through the door. I didn’t realize he was 
proposing, I just said, ‘What are you doing on 
the floor, Ant?’ 

“And he said, ‘Jo, I love you and think you’re 
the most wonderful person. I want to spend the 
rest of my life with you.’ 

“I said, ‘Does my father know?’ He was 
standing right there.” 

Concerns about the wedding? 

The bride-to-be says: “It’s all pretty much 
planned. We listened to each other about what 
we wanted, and most of it matched. He’s very 
easygoing!” 
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Satin & lace 

Michelle Fields's latest wedding gown collection 
combines classic shapes, unconventional color 


By Ajla Grozdanic 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A t first glance, Michelle Fields’s 
new Atlantic Avenue boutique 
looks like a spin-off of the SoHo 
Prada store, where rows of mannequins 
are the first thing that captures the eye 
of a passing window shopper. 

Closer examination, however, re- 
veals a major difference: unlike Prada’s 
often naked models, Fields’s forms are 
outfitted in wedding gowns. 

Open since September, Fields’s 
Boerum Hill shop, Michelle New York 
Brides, is still a work in progress. A 
sign has not yet been installed above 
the entrance, and, aside from two beau- 
tiful orchids on the windowsill, the 
sunlit, wide-open space with high ceil- 
ings and white walls is completely 
bare. But what’s not missing is truly 
the only thing a bride-to-be would 
need from a designer: Fields’s Spring 
2006 collection is ready to be given a 

“Can you think of anything else 
where your job is built around some- 
thing happy?” said Fields, 37, when 
asked why she decided to become a 
bridal designer. 

A wife and mother of two boys. 
Rusty, 7, and River, 4, Fields has al- 
ways known that she wanted to become 
a bridal designer. After graduating from 
Parsons School of Design in 1990, she 
spent some time studying design in 
Paris. She opened her first Michelle 
New York store six years ago on Bond 
Street, where she carried a ready-to- 
wear collection in addition to custom- 
made wedding gowns. 

Today, she owns two separate stores 
on the same block of Atlantic Avenue, 
Michelle New York Brides and 
Michelle New York. 

Michelle New York, which opened 
in February, carries a collection of 
streetwear designs that grew as an off- 
shoot from the bridal line, said Fields. 
The boutique’s wide range of formal 
and informal dresses, skirts, blouses, 
coats, pants, purses and belts were ei- 
ther designed by Fields or a well- 



known designer that, she feels, comple- 
ments her style. This store also carries 
jewelry and accessories made by local 
designers. The ready-to-wear clothes 
are priced between $50 and $500. 

Bridal collection 

Her designs are for brides of all ages, 
shapes and sizes, said Fields. And al- 
though her dresses can be purchased off 
the rack, she said that most of her cus- 
tomers opt for ready-to-measure dress- 
es. She schedules an appointment with 
the bride, and together they decide 
what will look and fit the best. 

“The bride usually has a vague idea 
or a concept of what she wants,” said 
Fields. “My job is translating the idea 

Fields, who not only loves to dress 
up, but loves to dress others, said that 
what she appreciates most about her 
job is the instant gratification of having 
created something and the fun she has 
in the process. 

She calls her style “high-end, urban 
chic - unpretentious, but absolutely 
beautiful and not too uptight or too 
dressy,” she said. 

“Like a midtown girl,” she said. 
“Not too uptown, not too downtown.” 

The Spring 2006 collection on display 
is “very feminine” and it consists of four 
key shapes of white and off white dresses 
— full skirt, A-line, empire waist and 
straight skirt. Fields also offers about four 
variations of each given shape. 

And she likes to mix colors and fab- 
rics. A simple white A-line dress, for 
example, is adorned with a moss green 


velvet band around the waist, which, in 
turn, can translate as a theme for 
bridesmaid dresses, said Fields. 

As far as fabrics go, Fields likes to 
stick to soft silks and French lace. 

“Most of my dresses are silk because 
it’s so beautiful,” she said. “It feels nice 
on her body.” 

One of her favorite pieces from her 
spring collection - a dress with a box- 
pleated maxi skirt and a V-neckline that 
plunges to the waist, front and back — 
is made with buttercream silk taffeta 
underlining that peaks through the out- 
er layer of soft, creamy French lace. 
This is also the most expensive gown 
in the line, priced at $2,500. 

While ready-to-measure dresses range 
in price from $600 to $2,500 and include 
fittings with the designer, Fields also of- 
fers a more affordable line, bought off- 
the-rack for as low as $500, for the so- 
called no-fuss bride, also referred to as a 
“destination bride” in industry terms. 

A destination bride is a woman get- 
ting married in a far-off location, such 
as an exotic island, and needs a dress 
that travels well, Fields explained. Typ- 
ically, this type of bride is looking for a 
simple, pretty dress in pink or white. 
Since destination dresses are more 
practical and less elaborate — and less 
expensive — the material used to make 
them is usually a polyester alternative. 

The bridesmaid’s dress from Fields’s 
2006 collection is a sleek, floor-length 
piece with thin straps and a slight hint 
of a fishtail shape at the bottom. The 
$495 four-ply satin dress comes in only 
two shades, moss green or black. But 
Fields offers a staple collection of 
bridesmaids’ dresses, ranging in price 
from $250 to $500, that can be ordered 
in almost any color. 

Michelle New York Brides also car- 
ries veils and, for the perfect shoe, she 
has partnered up with high-end design- 
er, Peter Fox. 

The construction and interior design 
of Michelle New York Brides should be 
complete by mid-December, predicts 
Fields. She plans on keeping the white 
color scheme as part of the museum- 
like setting in the front of the store. 



signer Michelle Fields (top) adjusts 
the display of her gowns in her new 
Boerum Hill bridal boutique, Mich- 
elle New York Brides. (Above) Fields' 
latest collection includes a V-neckline 
dress, with pleated maxi skirt, that 
layers French lace over silk taffeta. 


where gowns will be displayed on 
forms as well as hanging on the walls 
— as pieces of art would be show- 
cased. The back of the store will be set 
up as an open space that Fields’s brides 
can use to get dressed on their wedding 
day, compliments of the house. 

“That way, they won’t have to get a 
hotel room big enough to fit them and 
their attendants, as some brides have 
to,” said Fields. 

So, what does Fields think a bride 
should look like on her special day? 

“She should be beautiful,” she said 
with a smile. “She should be absolutely 
beautiful.” 


6 Sweet’ temptations 

Patisserie's expanded cake division is helmed by artist-chef 



Hats off: Sweet 
Melissa pastry chef 
Andrea Lekberg 
(above) created the 
shower of edible 
this hat- 
shaped cake (left) 
from fondant. 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

The Brooklyn Bride Editor 

I n April, pastry chef Andrea Lek- 
berg of Cobble Hill’s Sweet Melis- 
sa Patisserie fired up the ovens of 
the company’s new wedding and spe- 
cialty cake headquarters in Gowanus. 

Lekberg’s training as a painter at the 
Art Institute of Chicago shines through 
in the artistry of her gasp-producing 
wedding cakes, which she has been 
baking for Sweet Melissa for the past 
four years. But since April, these cakes 
have been her only focus. 

“One of the reasons that I’m even in 
baking is that I love the traditions,” 
Lekberg told The Brooklyn Bride. 
“I’m so happy that people appreciate 
wedding cakes as this beautiful symbol 
of a festive celebration.” 

Of course, it’s imperative that a i, 
wedding cake taste as good as it looks, I 
so Lekberg, a graduate of the Cooking £ 
and Hospitality Institute of Chicago, l 
creates a new menu of cake flavors $ 
each season. J 

“When I think of what wintertime 1 
makes me feel like, it’s cooler out, so 
our peppermint ganache with espresso 
buttercream has a wintry feeling to 
me,” said Lekberg, describing one of 
the flavor combinations on her New 
Year’s 2006 menu. 

“We do traditional cakes, but we 
have a lot of people who want a choco- 


late or ganache finish,” said Lekberg, 
who also works with slick fondant and 
buttercream. While she said she ad- 
mires the “perfect beauty” of a fondant 
finish on a cake and “artistically I get 
enjoyment out of fondant, buttercream 
is beautiful because it begs you to put 


your finger in it. It has a natural hand 
in it. It’s not perfect, so it’s prettier to 
me,” said Lekberg. 

The pastry chef said that Sweet 
Melissa distinguishes itself from other 
bakeries because it doesn’t freeze its 
wedding cakes. 


“We charge more, but we make 
them just a couple of days before the 
wedding,” she said. 

Although Lekberg bakes out of the 
Gowanus location, she prefers to have 
her consultations with brides and 
grooms in the patisserie’s Cobble Hill 
dining room. 

“When the two of you are looking 
for a cake, it’s nice to do a consultation 
and tasting,” said Lekberg, who has 
been a pastry chef for 15 years. 

“It’s just me and the couple, and 
they bring their pictures or cut-outs 
from magazines. We just go over 
ideas, and I let them know what we 
can do, and they can take [that infor- 
mation] and decide if they want to go 
with us. We don’t charge for that [con- 
sultation], and I just recommend it. If 
the cake is your dessert, it’s a very im- 
portant part of your meal.” 

Lekberg’s wedding cakes are so gor- 
geous that even customers who aren’t 
brides can’t resist them. 

“One woman ordered a small wed- 
ding cake for a bridal shower, and it 
was so charming,” said the chef about 
the diminutive cake. “It’s a beautiful 
thing to have at a shower.” 

Lekberg’s confections can incorpo- 
rate seemingly any adornment: edible 
bows, handkerchiefs, Swiss dots, roses, 

“Our cakes are bright and cheerful,” 
said Lekberg. “I want to make people 
smile when they see them.” 

Wedding cakes begin at $7.50 per 
person at Sweet Melissa Patisserie (276 
Court St. at Douglass Street in Cobble 
Hill) and Sweet Melissa Central (296 
Bond St. at Sackett Street in Gowanus). 
For an appointment with Lekberg, e-mail 
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Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Advanced, Non-invasive 
Implant System" placed in less than 
two hours, then go out and enjoy yoi 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive o’ 

As demonstrated by Dr. Tony op ABC N 
and recently on Fox 5 News, this is a one-step, 
non-invasive procedure. No sutures, 
nor the typical months of healing or pain 
or discomfort. Competitive prices... 

Call today for your FREE consultlmor 
and receive 15% OFF any new 
Dentures, Implants or MDI 
(Mini Dental Implant). ;. 

Must present this ad. Limited 

718-8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 

Dr. Tony Farha has been recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 

Oral Dental Care 

Home of the Mini-Implant System 
461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
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By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A woman on her way home 
came face to face with a silver 
handgun and two thieves, po- 
lice said. 

The thugs grabbed the 23- 
year-old woman from behind as 
she reached the comer of Smith 
and Pacific streets at 11:50 pm 
on Dec. 5, after leaving the 
Bergen Street F train. One man 
covered her mouth and pulled 
out a gun while the second thug 
snatched her purse and searched 
it removing $70 from the wallet. 

With the cash in hand, the 
pair fled before the victim could 
see their faces, police said. 

Subway gunplay 

Three gun-toting men robbed 
a teenager in the Hoyt Street 
station on Dec. 9, according to 

One thug grabbed the 19- 
year-old victim and pushed him 
against a wall of the 2/3 station 
at 7:40 pm, cops said. Two oth- 
er attackers bounded over, 
black guns drawn. 

One man stood guard, his 
weapon ready, and told the vic- 
tim, “Don’t do anything or I’ll 
pop you,” police said. The other 
two rifled through the victim’s 
pockets and snatched his bag. 
The trio escaped with a cam- 
corder, the man’s black leather 
jacket and $200. 

Police are searching for three 
men. One is black, 5-foot-9 and 
150 pounds, wearing a suede 
jacket; the second is black, 5- 
foot-9 and 180 pounds, wearing 
black; and the third man is 6- 
foot-2, black, 190 pounds, 
wearing a white jacket and a 
white hat, according to the vic- 
tim’s description. 

Stash snatched 

Note: When leaving thou- 
sands of dollars hidden in your 
car, remember to park legally. 

A Queens woman learned 
that lesson when her car was 
towed on Dec. 5, around 7:30 
pm. When the woman picked 
up her car at the Brooklyn tow 
pound the following day, the 
$20,000 she had stashed under 
the front seat was missing, ac- 
cording to the police report the 
woman filed. 

No class 

The teacher kept the lecture 
short, but not short enough. 

Someone snatched a guest 
lecturer’s wallet from her bag 
during the five minutes she ad- 
dressed a class at New York 
City Technical College on Jay 
Street on Dec. 9, police said. 

The woman had stashed her 
purse and coat near her seat at 
10 am, addressed the class for 
about five minutes, and returned 
to find she had been robbed. 

The wallet held the woman’s 
business cards, insurance infor- 
mation, Hostos College ID and 
$7, police said. 

Nab Pratt peep 

The serial fondler of Pratt In- 
stitute has been slapped. 

The same teenager allegedly 
fondled himself in front of two 
Pratt students on Dec. 4 and 
was caught by cops two days 
later in a similar incident. 

After the first incident, s 


POLICE BLOTTER 


rity guards kicked the 16-year- 
old off the premises. 

But two days later, police 
said, the dirty young man was 
back, this time outside the Pratt 
gym, where he exposed himself 
and groped a woman. 

The 18-year-old told cops 
that the teen pervert came up be- 
hind her and grabbed her left 
breast as she monitored the desk 
at an entrance to the athletic fa- 
cility, on Willoughby Avenue, 
near Hall Street. 

Security held the suspect un- 
til cops arrived to make the ar- 

After the arrest, the randy 
teen’s earlier victim told police 
what had happened. A charge of 
lewd behavior was added. 

Early bird 

A robber armed with a knife 
snatched a woman’s purse as 
she walked to the subway in the 
morning on Dec. 9, police said. 

The victim, a 26-year-old 
Manhattanite, was with a 30- 
year-old Fort Greene resident 
when the thief appeared in front 
of them, at the comer of 
Willoughby and Carlton av- 
enues, at 7:45 am. The man or- 
dered the pair to “be quiet [and] 
don’t scream.” 

He then issued his demand - 
“I just want your money” - be- 
fore grabbing the Manhattan- 
ite’s bag and running off. 

Social worker? 

A man who said he was a so- 
cial worker — but also claimed 
to have a gun — stole the $27 
that had been left in a young 
man’s pocket after a long night. 

The stranger approached the 
28-year-old victim on Prince 


Street at 3:45 am on Dec. 10, po- 
lice said. The man claimed he 
was a social worker who had just 
been at the police department, 
and showed the victim an ID 
card on a chain around his neck 

But then the supposed social 
worker turned less sociable, in- 
sisting that he had a gun in his 
pocket, and demanding cash 
from the victim, police said. Af- 
ter the man turned over his wal- 
let, the thug ran off. 

Chicken-seeker 

The man wanted free chick- 
en. Now, this chicken is a want- 
ed man. 

An employee of a Myrtle 
Avenue chicken joint was 
slashed in the face before dawn 
on Dec. 10 by a man who de- 
manded free poultry from him, 
police said. 

When the 48-year-old em- 
ployee refused, the man left the 
store, which is located at Carl- 
ton Avenue. But a half-hour lat- 
er, the man was back, this time 
with a knife. 

“Give me the money!” he 
demanded, but the worker re- 
fused. A scuffle broke out as the 
thug tried to stab the worker’s 
hand. Instead he knocked the 
victim to the ground and 
slashed his face. 

The man fled, still without 
his chicken. 

Cold crime 

A thief tore the jacket from 
a man in the Carroll Street 
subway station on Dec. 7, but 
couldn’t hold onto his prize, 
police said. 

The thug jumped his 42- 
year-old victim from behind, 


throwing the man in a headlock 
after he stepped from a Coney 
Island-bound F train at 4:30 pm. 
The mugger said, “Give it up,” 
and ripped the parka from the 
man’s back before fleeing. But 
he dropped the parka on his 
way from the station, on Smith 
and President streets. 

Teen robbed 

Call it just another reason not 
to smoke. 

An 18-year-old boy lost his 
wallet and video game equip- 
ment before dawn on Dec. 5 
when four strangers stopped 
him to inquire whether he was 
selling cigarettes, police said. 

The quartet surrounded the 
teen on Myrtle Avenue and 
Carlton Street as he made his 
way to his father’s house, at 
4:35 am. 

At first, they asked if he was 
selling Newport’s, then grabbed 
his bag and jumped into a grey 
car, which barreled north on 
Park Avenue before the teen 
could see the license plate. 

The stolen items include 
$25, a Social Security and other 
identification cards, a Sony 
Playstation II and one game - 
ironically, Grand Theft Auto, 
cops said. 
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Nab cab thief 
on second try 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 



Turnabout was fair play for a knife-wielding thief who robbed 
a car service driver of his cellphone on Dec. 8 only to try the 
same scam against the same cab company the next night. 

Police said the drama began around 1 1 :45 pm on Dec. 8, when 
thief called a cab to pick him up on Fourth Avenue and 13th 
Street. He asked the driver to take him to the comer of West 
Ninth Street and Hamilton Avenue, then redirected the man to 
take him three blocks farther, to Henry and Mill streets. 

Once they arrived, the passenger pulled a knife and demand- 
ed, “Give me your money or I’ll hurt you,” police said. The thug 
snatched the phone and $40 and ran off. 

But the next night, the brazen thief called the same livery serv- 
ice for a car — offering the same Fourth Avenue pick-up address, 
according to police. A different driver picked up the fare, but the 
victim of the earlier attack — at work in another vehicle — heard 
the address over the dispatcher’s radio, and telephoned the driver 
who was headed to the thief’s address. 

The victim asked the second driver to bring the passenger to 
the comer of West Ninth and Henry streets, so he could make 
sure it was the same man who robbed him, according to police. 
The driver agreed and the victim identified his attacker. 

Apparently the encounter surprised the thief, who decided to 
return the cellphone, police said. But that didn’t end it: the victim 
had also summoned police to the meeting spot, where they arrest- 
ed the 26-year-old on robbery charges. 
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An armed Grinch 
strikes on Bergen 
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Russ, the tax man, 
formerly of Tax World 

can now be reached at 

(917) 544-4015 


i, Business Accounting, Payroll S 


Russ Kolbert, E.A. Enrolled Agent 

RussKolbert@yahoo.com 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

When a thief goes Christ- 
mas shopping, it’s the vic- 
tim who plays Santa. 

That’s how a Dec. 5 foray 
for a midnight snack ended for 
one 36-year-old Bergen Street 
resident, according to police. 

Two strangers approached as 
the man made his way back 
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from the Fourth Avenue bodega, 
and one of them pulled a gun 
and said, “You see this? I need a 
present for my little brother.” 
The victim saw the situa- 
tion quite clearly and gave 
generously, turning over $60 


A Brooklyn Barbeque Joint 
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Nab cab thief 
on second try 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Turnabout was fair play for a knife-wielding thief who robbed 
a car service driver of his cellphone on Dec. 8 only to try the 
same scam against the same cab company the next night. 

Police said the drama began around 1 1:45 pm on Dec. 8, when 
thief called a cab to pick him up on Fourth Avenue and 13th 
Street. He asked the driver to take him to the comer of West 
Ninth Street and Hamilton Avenue, then redirected the man to 
take him three blocks further, to Henry and Mill streets. 

Once they arrived, the passenger pulled a knife and demand- 
ed, “Give me your money or I’ll hurt you,” police said. The thug 
snatched the phone and $40 and ran off. 

But the next night, the brazen thief called the same livery serv- 
ice for a car — offering the same Fourth Avenue pick-up address, 
according to police. A different driver picked up the fare, but the 
victim of the earlier attack — at work in another vehicle — heard 
the address over the dispatcher’s radio, and telephoned the driver 
who was headed to the thief’s address. 

The victim asked the second driver to bring the passenger to 
the comer of West Ninth and Henry streets, so he could make 
sure it was the same man who robbed him, according to police. 
The driver agreed and the victim identified his attacker. 

Apparently the encounter surprised the thief, who decided to 
return the cellphone, police said. But that didn’t end it: the victim 
had also summoned police to the meeting spot, where they arrest- 
ed the 26-year-old on robbery charges. 
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and his iPod before the mug- 
gers ran off, police said. 

The victim described the 
gunman as black, 5-foot-9 and 
150 pounds, wearing a black 
snorkel jacket. His accomp- 
licewas described as black, is 
5-foot-9 and 140 pounds and 
shared his friend’s taste for 
fashion. 

Scammed 

If it seems too good to be 
hue, it usually is. 

A 44-year-old woman for- 
got that sage advice on Dec. 8 
when she lost $1,200 to a 
stranger who promised to 
bring her an expansive flat- 
screened television. 

Police said the scam started 
when the woman shuck up a 
conversation with a stranger at 
a sofa store on Fifth Avenue, 


nice TV. 

The stranger convinced her 
to go to a bank, withdraw the 
cash and give it to him, telling 
her that he would meet her lat- 
er on Fifth Avenue, near 
Eighth Street. She waited at 
the designated spot for an 
hour, but the stranger and the 
flat-screen TV never arrived, 
police said. 

Apparently the victim was 
so focused on her purchase 
that she didn’t get a good look 
at the scam artist. 

Hugging thug 

Not every hug is filled with 

So when a thief threw his 
arms around a 22-year-old 
man walking on 12th Street, 
between Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, on Dec. 
4, it was no sign of affection. 
His partner in the 10:25 pm 
attack made things extra clear, 
punching the victim in the gut 
and demanding, “Show me 
where your money is,” ac- 
cording to police. 

The pair of thugs grabbed 
the man’s wallet — with $20 
— and his Razr cellphone and 
fled in a tan sedan driven by a 
third accomplice, police said. 

GAP mug 

Robbers snatched the wal- 
let of a man leaving the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
central branch after dark on 
Dec. 5, police said. 

One man jumped the 28- 
year-old victim from behind 
and threw him in a headlock 
as he walked in Grand Army 
Plaza, near Eastern Parkway, 
at 5:15 pm. Once the man was 
suitably detained, the second 
thug rifled through his pock- 
ets. The pair fled with the bill- 
fold, which contained $10, ac- 
cording to police. 

The victim described one of 
his two attackers as a black 
man, 6-foot- 1 and 185 
pounds, dressed in a white 
snorkel jacket and blue pants. 

The early burg 

A robber who struck on 
Sterling Place spread the pain 
around. 

Police said that shortly after 
6 am, a burglar broke into the 
Sterling Place building, near 
Fifth Avenue, and made the 
rounds. He snatched a 32-inch 
TV from a woman on the sec- 
ond floor; a Pegasus-brand 
faucet, valued at $250, from a 
man on the third floor; and 
multiple pairs of Nine West 
shoes from a woman living on 
the fourth floor. 

The thief used a shopping 
cart, which none of the resi- 
dents claimed to have lost. 

Someone in the building 
did see the burglar and now 
police are looking for a black 
man, 5-foot-9, who at the time 
of the crime was dressed in a 
black ski cap, dark blue jacket 
and red pants. 

Cold crime 

A thief tore the jacket from 
a man in the Carroll Street 
subway station on Dec. 7, but 
couldn’t hold onto his prize, 
police said. 

The thug jumped his 42- 
year-old victim from behind, 
throwing the man in a headlock 
after he stepped from a Coney 
Island-bound F train at 4:30 pm. 
The mugger said, “Give it up,” 
and ripped the parka from the 
man’s back before fleeing. But 
he dropped the parka on his 
way from the station, on Smith 
and President streets. 

Burglar blues 

This clothes-hound may be 
a repeat offender. 

A Fifth Avenue merchant 
told police the thief who 
snatched nearly $1,300 in 
clothing from his shop on 
Dec. 10 is the same thug who 
once stole duds from his 
Smith Street boutique. 

In the latest heist, the rob- 
ber stopped into the Park 
Slope shop at 5:35 pm and 


loaded up, leaving with seven 
pairs of jeans, valued at over 
$100 each, police said. 

A clerk described the rob- 
ber as 5 -foot-9 and 160 
pounds, dressed in the favorite 
fashion statement of the street: 
a snorkel jacket. 

Harmony lost 

A thief stole music record- 
ing equipment worth nearly 
$2,000 from the hallway of a 
President Street house on Dec. 
8, police said. 

The victim, 38, said he left 
several amps, cables and digital 
devices in the hall from 7:30 to 
11:30 am. When he returned, 
all the equipment was gone. 

Cold crime 

A thief tore the jacket from 
a man in the Carroll Street 
subway station on Dec. 7, but 
couldn’t hold onto his prize, 
police said. 

The thug jumped his 42- 
year-old victim from behind, 
throwing the man in a head- 
lock after he stepped from a 
Coney Island-bound F train at 
4:30 pm. The mugger said, 
“Give it up,” and ripped the 
parka from the man’s back be- 
fore fleeing. But he dropped 
the parka on his way from the 
station, on Smith and Presi- 
dent streets. 



DECEMBER SPECIAL 

3 Personal Fitness 
Sessions $99 


• Looking to improve your health? 

• Lose Weight? Tone muscle? 

• We can help you attain your Fitness Goals! 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 

MCS SPECIALIZED 

Private Fitness 

mcsspfitness.com 

409A - 16 th St. (718) 768-8986 

[bet. 8th Ave. & Prospect Park West) IB S3 ■ Hi 


25% -40% OFF 

Most European Collection Eyewear 



$ 99.95 $ 75.00 $ 49.95 


Complete Pair 
Progressive 
(no line bifocals) 

Frame & Lenses 


CONTACT LENS PACKAGES 
Includes eye exam, one box 
of disposable contact lenses 

UP to 4.00 Optiflex Lens 
Not Valid With Any Other Offer 


Complete Pair Single Vision 

Frame & Lenses 


Senior Citizens Discount • Transportation provided for Medicare & Medicaid patients 
Most medical insurance. Union plans. Medicare & Medicaid accepted 


9th Street Optical 

332 9th Street (bet. 5th & 6th Aves.) (718) 965-2545 

Mon-Fri: 11am-7pm, Sat: 10am-5pm • 











INSIDE 


DINING I PERFORMING ARTS 1 NIGHTLIFE R CLASSIFIEDS I REAL ESTATE 



(718) 834-9350 
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Fashion model turns vintage love affair into delicious memoir 


II; 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

SO Brooklyn Editor 

I pon turning the last page of Alison 
Houtte’s memoir, “Alligators, Old Mink 
& New Money,” GO Girl was grinning 
from ear to ear. She knew she must seek out 
the style guru who penned this comic, inspira- 
tional tale and ply from her the secrets of living 
an even more glamorous, fashionable life. 

Houtte’s memories of her early modeling 
days — posing for Vogue and Marie Claire 
magazines, strutting down the runways of 
Paris and inspiring white hot fashion designers 
like Courreges — are impressive, but what is 
truly jaw-dropping is her transition from that 
rarified world to the down-and-dirty mission of 
rescuing fabulous vintage clothes from Penn- 
sylvania for Brooklyn’s style-conscious con- 
sumers shopping on what Houtte calls “gritty, 
grimy, screaming Flatbush Av- 



ers continue 

be influenced by popular fabrics 
and shapes from yesteryear, so 
why not wear the original inspiration — espe- 
cially if Houtte’s prices for clothing and acces- 
sories are a fraction of those charged on Madi- 
son Avenue? 

“Mine are better quality and they’re the real 
thing,” asserts Houtte. She says that while she 
still finds Vogue to be an excellent barometer 
for what’s next, after 25 years in the fashion 
biz, her instinct is her best weapon. 

“If I love it, I buy it,” said Houtte. 

When GO Girl made her pilgrimage to 
Houtte’s Prospect Heights boutique (which re- 
located from Park Slope in 2002), she hoped to 
earn a nod of approval for her vintage-inspired 
houndstooth Isaac Mizrahi skirt, but mostly she 
just hoped that she would be considered worthy 
enough to enter this widely admired temple of 
fur stoles, beaded bags and sexy shoes. 

But as soon as she arrived, GO Girl stopped 
worrying. This eclectic shop, which carries 
wares for men and women, has an all-are-wel- 
come vibe. Truly, anything goes. 

Houtte does not disappoint in the glamour 


department. The 6-foot-tall, thin beauty is per- 
fectly polished from her pointy-toed patent 
leather boots to the flawless edging of her pink 
lip-gloss. GO Girl basked in her glow, blinking 
her eyes in awe like Dorothy coming upon the 
Good Witch. 

And there is indeed an aura about Houtte, 
who works in her store four days a week. De- 
spite being a little under the weather, her en- 
thusiasm was infectious, and her wild stories 
left GO Girl rollicking with laughter. 

During the meeting, at the ungodly hour of 
1 1 , Houtte, 45, revealed that she enjoys a party 
just as much as GO Girl. In fact, she said she 
pooh-poohed the idea of having a book signing 
in a bookstore in favor of having a celebratory 
bash at the Montauk Club on Dec. 3. 

When GO Girl asked what Alison Houtte’s 
signature cocktail is, she revealed that she does 
not have one, like GO Girl’s martini, but three! : 
rum and Diet Coke with lime; gin and tonic; 

and “at Christmas, 
my Mom’s home- 
tde eggnog.” 

Just as Hooti Cou- 
e must be re- 
stocked for the 
change of seasons, so must a girl’s choice of 
cocktail bend with the wind. GO Girl had so 
much to learn. 

Unfortunately, while Houtte did admire GO 
Girl’s eye-popping skirt, it did trigger a heart- 
breaking story of loss. It reminded Houtte of the 
time she sold her mother’s houndstooth jacket, 
and upon feeling seller’s remorse, she did the 
unthinkable: she swallowed her pride and di- 
aled the new owner — a friend of a friend — 
asking if she could buy back the jacket. 

Houtte recalled that the triumphant owner 
said, “You’re never getting this jacket” because 
of the number of compliments she had re- 
ceived while wearing it. 

GO Girl felt for Houtte — clothes are so 
much more than the socially mandated way to 
mask nudity. They are mementos of beloved 
family members and triggers of wonderful 
memories. 

When the shop’s phone rang, interrupting 
GO Girl’s audience with the fashionista, 
Houtte simply took the phone off the hook and 
muffled the buzzing with a fur wrap. 

Of course! Now GO Girl must add “$500 




Just fur fun: Model-author Alison Houtte 's first memoir chronicles her adventures in vin- 
tage clothes shopping for her Prospect Heights boutique, Hooti Couture (top). At the 
release party for "Alligators, Old Mink & New Money" at the Montauk Club on Dec. 3, 
a model added a bit of mystery while Houtte embraced James Williams. 


fur phone muffler” to her own Christmas 
wish list. 

Reading her book, and chatting with Houtte 
in person, is not unlike a blast of sugar from a 
Jacques Torres chocolate truffle. She can regale 
you with stories about life in Manhattan’s fast 
lane or dating a billionaire who didn’t measure 
up — too short and too rich, she complained 
— who she was introduced to by her hairdress- 
er (Frederic Fekkai!), but alas, all party girls 
must eventually tap the brakes. 

For Houtte, “Brooklyn was my rehab.” 
Now that she has her book and her shop and 
her “dashing Argentinean boyfriend” cooking 
for her at home, it seems Houtte is enjoying 
her modified pace. And if there aren’t enough 
invitations to fabulous parties in the mailbox, 
she’ll just throw her own. 

But the Hooti Couture life is not always 
glam. Houtte has foiled the dastardly plots of 
scam artists pretending to be fundraising for lit- 
tle league teams; and thieving, cape- wearing 
gypsies. She has chased a shoplifter down the 
avenue and even exposed a faux nun! 

“I was beaten every day by those damn 
nuns,” Houtte recalled her suddenly invaluable 
days as a student of the Sacred Heart school. “I 
saw the fake veil and sneakers, and asked to 
see [some nun] ID. She snapped at me, but I 
told her, ‘The word’s out about fake nuns on 


the avenue.’ She didn’t get me. I was so proud, 
I called every neighbor to warn them about the 
fake nun.” (Houtte’s also the vice president of 
the Flatbush Avenue Business Improvement 
District.) 

She grew up in Florida with a yard full of 
rattlesnakes, so Houtte’s no shrinking violet. 
The youngest of six children, she teamed up 
with her oldest sister, journalist Melissa Houtte, 
to write the book. 

Houtte supplied the stories — from memo- 
ry. (After one infuriated boyfriend found her 
“boyfriend journal,” replete with its own rating 
system, Houtte said she gave up journaling.) 

After the holidays, the diva of vintage will 
undoubtedly make more memories when she 
hits the highways in her GMC Suburban to 
make the long trek to Florida to promote her 
new book. But while she’s away, she’ll still 
have Hooti Couture on her mind while she 
scours Miami’s second-hand stores for addi- 
tions to her Spring 2006 collection. 

GO Girl’s last Christmas wish is that she 
could ride shotgun. 

"Alligators, Old Mink & New Money: 
One Woman's Adventures in Vintage Cloth- 
ing" is available at Hooti Couture (321 Flat- 
bush Ave. at Seventh Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). For information, call (718) 857- 
1977 or visit www.hooticouture.com. 


|THEATER 



Farewell tour 


After seeing productions of Shakespeare’s plays 
updated with modem dress and staged in parks and 
parking lots, the Globe Theatre’s presentation of 
“Measure for Measure,” at St. Ann’s Warehouse in 
DUMBO beginning Dec. 20, will seem refreshing- 
ly old fashioned. 

Directed by John Dove, this British import will 
be staged in the round, with an all-male cast, peri- 
od music and clothing. 

In the play, Duke Vincentio is dismayed by the 
moral and social depravity among his subjects, so 
he deputizes Lord Angelo to govern while he goes 
undercover as a friar to hear the word on the street. 
While the play is one of the Bard’s comedies, it ad- 
dresses sobering issues that are still debated, in- 
cluding the death penalty, morality and political 
corruption. 

Mark Rylance (pictured) stars as Duke Vincen- 
tio, in his final stage appearance as the Globe’s 
artistic director. 

Shakespeare's Globe Theatre of London's 
"Measure for Measure" will be performed at St. 
Ann's Warehouse (38 Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO) on Dec. 20-Dec. 23 and Dec. 26-Dec. 
30 at 7:30 pm; Jan. 1 at 7 pm; and Dec. 21, 
Dec. 28 and Jan. 1 at 2 pm. Tickets are $60. For 
tickets, call (718) 254-8779 or visit the Web site 
at www.ticketweb.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 


SHOPPING 



Natural choice 


Three- week-old Yaba Bath & Body is my new, 
favorite drugstore/cosmetics counter. Sure, there 
aren’t many displays and the store is all bleak white 
walls and metal shelves, but the products — and af- 
fordable prices — speak for themselves. 

Yaba carries every family’s must-have items, 
from household cleaners to shampoo. 

“Everything is natural and organic here,” ex- 
plained co-owner Sam Husein, who runs the store 
with his brother, Shaher. 

“It’s organic, natural, clean stuff. [These compa- 
nies don’t do] animal testing. We operate our busi- 
ness as ethically and morally as possible.” 

Yaba offers products for men, women and chil- 
dren, plus yoga supplies, nutritional supplements, 
cosmetics, bathroom accessories and more. But if 
customers don’t see their favorite product, Husein 
says he’ll order it for them. 

“We offer the high end to the low end,” he said. 
“We don’t want to alienate anyone.” 

When GO Brooklyn popped into this Prospect 
Heights shop, we were astounded by the aisles of 
affordably priced — but popular — lines like 
Caswell Massey. A box of six olive oil and orange 
blossom guest soaps (pictured), hand-dipped to sim- 
ulate picholine olives on a porcelain tray, was priced 
at $16.90. (It’s $26 on C-M’s Web site.) 

“We’re ‘Back to the Land meets Costco,”’ Hu- 

The brothers pass on significant savings to their 
customers because they keep their overhead low. 
For example, they encourage customers to bring 
their own shopping bags, by offering them a five- 
cent discount. It keeps costs down, while conserv- 
ing the earth’s resources, Husein explained. 

Among the product lines Yaba sells are Weleda, 
Crabtree and Evelyn and Shikai. There are Medina 
products, such as essential oils and shea butter, as 
well as Beauty Without Cruelty cosmetics and Mrs. 
Meyers household cleaners, such as geranium- 
scented countertop spray. 

“All over the store there is educational material 
about the ingredients in the products, so people un- 
derstand. It’s not just to make money for us, but to 
educate and make the environment better,” said Hu- 

“Yaba” is the Arabic word for father, according 
to Husein, who named the store for his father, who 
died three years ago. Surely the environmentally 
friendly products these brothers are selling will ben- 
efit the next generation, too. 

Yaba Bath & Body is located at 255 Flatbush 
Ave. at Sixth Avenue. The store is open every 
day. For information, call (917) 676-7098. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 
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Seventh Avenues Sette serves 
up Italian fare with panache 




of bites, I longed for a ramekin of sea salt ing that unifies the ingredients. It’s a 

be seen as demeaning to the chef.) hires that make for fine eating. 

The “orecchiette” (“little ear”-shaped Desserts are beautifully executed and 
pasta) is tossed with a bland, grainy pork delicious. Freitag uses mascarpone 

it’s described in the menu — I missed it. American versions, it has a sli gh tly nut- 

add just the right hit of saline to a sub- vored “amaretti” cookie crust. Beside it 


e, square room. Woodenbeams kip of flavor. These two large f 





Movie and 
dinner - in bed 




ip? They won’t if your hori- 






W& If the' d ine- wh ilc-you-rcclii 
is too cozy, you can try chef Coleman 
Lee Foster’s global cuisine in Monkey 




8 North Third St 


ing with “all the world’s ingredient 
says Knott, “but the food isn’t fus 
It’s just really good home cooking.” 


ule, call (718) 384-1369 or visit the Web 
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426 A 7th Ave. _ Am 

bet. 14th fie 15th • FREE DELIVERY BlTIOl _ _ 

( 718 ) 369-8315 PIZZA I 

fjgj * — irwrm 

Brooklyn Heights 

is PIG’N OUT! 

20% OFF 

ENTIRE MENU 

Monday-Friday: 1 1 am to 4pm 

60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: llam-9pm 

FREE DELIVERY to DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech 


■m msoci 
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4 A“P l $ 18 g 



* * * * d£! y F byca E r 3rd Avenue 

Daily News l 

$ 0.00 minimum he , B8th & Bayridge Ave _ 

TEL 718.491.0662 • FAX 718.491.0848 • 

Mon-Thurs:ll:30am-ll :00pm; 

^ Fri & Sat:ll :30am-mid; Sun:12:30pm-ll :00pm J 
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Seniors: 15% Discount 


MON: dosed 
TUES-FRI: l(W7:30pm 
SAT: 1 flan, -7pm 
SUN: llam-6pm 


814 Union St. 

(at 7th Avenue) 

AND 

438 7th Avenue 

(bet. 14th & 15th Sts.) 

(718) 230-3180 





D*E*L*l»C*l*0*U*S 

Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 

• Fast Free Delivery 162 Montague Street 

• Open 7 Days a Week (7 r °8> fzzssil/el 

• Party Orders Welcome 

We Only Use Vegetable Oil 


Natural Cooking $7.00 

and Fresh Vegetables min. 


rf8 8602 3rd Avenue 
II (718)921-1900 

2 • CORPORATE & PRIVATE CATERING AVAILABLE - Up to 250 people 



Open 
7 Days 
A Week 

6820 8th Avenue 
(718) 748-5838 



Most Affordable View of the Manhattan Skyline and Brooklyn Bridge 


Exceptional NQW TAKING H o U DAY 
Italian Fare and p ARJY RESERVATIONS 


• PARTY ROOM AND CATERING 
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HOLIDAY 

Trunk Show 
& Boutique 

Saturday evening 

Dec. 17th, 8pm 


Concentric Jewelry 





Hats 

by Guy 



Morgan Collection 


handcrafted jewelry • designer bedding 
robes • scarves • shawls • hats (functional & funky) 
mens accessories • toys 

Congregation B'nai Avraham 

1 1 7 Remsen St. (bet. Clinton and Henry Sts) 
cba-sisterhood@hotmail.com ■ (718) 596-4840 ext. 13 


MARCO POLO * 
RISTORANTE 

2006 





Saturday, Dec. 31, 2005 8:30pm to 2:00am 
Featuring a Four Course Dinner, Live DJ, 
Midnight Champagne Toast & All Night Open Bar 
Hors d’Oeurves served upon arrival 



$100 per person (Pi^s 

345 Court Street a 

(718) 852-5015 • wv 


Make Your Reservations Now! 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted - Free Valet Parking 
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New Year’s 
Eve 2006 ;:® 5 ) 

at the (£) 

Water St. Restaurant/ c 
UnderWater Lounge . .;*! 


Watch LIVE from Times Square 
on our two 8 foot Jumbo-Tron Screens 

PLUS: Noise Makers! Hats! 

Champagne Toast at Midnight! 

Back by Popular Demand: 

“THE ANDREW GERARDI BAND” 

10:00pm til 5:00am (music coyer: $25) 
Inlcuded: Lite Buffet & $3 Drink Specials 



Sc the UnderWater Lounge 


PI ■ ■ ■ 


Vesuvio 

esl. 1953 

Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 
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Chocolate 

Monkey 

329 Flatbush Ave. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 813-1073. 
Saturdays: Express a.k.a. open mic 

Ozkar Fuller spinning house, classics 

Sundays: Krazy Nanny Sundays and 
karaoke with Lisa Love, 8 pm, FREE; 

music by DJs Candy and Inez hosted 
by Lisa Love, 6 pm, FREE; Wednes- 
days: Comedy Showcase hosted by 
Ray DeJon, 7 pm, $10; Thursdays: 





FREE before 10:30 pm, $15 after 10:30 
pm; Sundays: Art Nights, 7:30 pm, 
$10; Fridays: Sexy Progressive/Dance 
parly, 10 pm, FREE before 10:30 pm, 
$15 after 10:30 pm; Dec. 17: Avram 
Fefer Trio, 7:30 pm, $10 (FREE before 
8 pm with valid student ID). 


Five Spot 

459 Myrtle Ave. at Washington ^ 

Saturdays: DJ Aki, 6 pm, FREE, "Back 
to Brooklyn" with The Beat Miners, 
midnight, $5; Mondays: Open turnta- 
bles hosted by Elijah, 8 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: DJ Handspin Dinero, 6 pm, 







E™E 


(Upstairs) DJ T-Groove, 8 pm, FREE. 






Hope and 
Anchor 

347 Van Brunt St. at Wolcott Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 237-0276. 

Saturdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 
Karaoke hosted by drag queen Kay 
Sera, 9 pm, FREE. 

Jazz 9G6 

Clinton ^(718)^39^910. 

Fridays: Live jazz, 8 pm, $10 donation. 

The Jazz Spot 


1 79 Marcus Garvey Blvd. at Kosci- 





OIN US ON 5th AVENUEl 


Experience The Magic Of The Avenue Where You’ll Find 
Everything You Need For A Festive Holiday Season. 


VISIT THESE & OTHER FABULOUS MERCHANTS ALONG BROOKLYN’S HOTTEST SHOPPING & EATING AVENUE 



FIFTH AVENUE hUlfi 5L0FE EOTKLYtf 

LOOK FOR THE NEW 5th AVENUE MAP 
AT ALL YOUR FAVORITE DESTINATIONS 


ANTIQUES / COLLECTIBLES 

Bob & Judi’s Coolectibles 
Trailer Park 

Under The Pig Antiques 

ART / HANDCRAFTS / GALLERIES 

The Artful Place 
Cog & Pearl 

BARS / NIGHTLIFE 

Excelsior 

The Gate 

Ginger’s Bar 

The Lighthouse Tavern 

Patio Lounge 

Royale Bar & Cocktail Lounge 

Smiths Tavern 

BICYCLES 

R&A Cycles 

BANKS / BUSINESS 

Active Transport Service 

Business Sanity 

Checks & More 

Commerce Bank 

Ferdinand and Associates LLC 

Graphicolor 

Park Slope Insurance Agency 

CAFES / ICE CREAM / SWEETS 

The Chocolate Room 

Delices de Paris 

Fifth Ave. Bageltique Cafe 

Gorilla Coffee 

Has Beans 

Ozzie’s Coffee 

Uncle Louie G’s 

Wrapper's Delight 

CARDS / GIFTS 

The Corner 

Nancy Nancy 

Scaredy Kat 

Tabeel Gifts & Salon 

CLOTHING / ACCESSORIES 

Beacon’s Closet 

Diana Kane 

Eidolon 

Flirt 

Goldy + Mac 


Kimera 

oak 

Razor 

Serene Rose 

Square Stores 

COMMUNITY 

Fifth Avenue Farmers Market 

Old Stone House 

EVENT HALL 

The Grand Prospect Hall 

FITNESS / BODY 

Body Essentials & More 

Body Reserve Gym 

Body Tonic 

d'mai urban spa 

Element Beauty Lounge 

Feldenkrais™ Center of Park Slope 

Opal 

Prospect Park YMCA 
Pure Energy Martial Arts 
Yogasana Center 

FLORIST 

Blooms on Fifth 
Zuzu's Petals 

FRAMING 

Brooklyn Frameworks 

GROCERY 

Associated Supermarket 

HAIR SALONS 

Elements Hair Studio 

HARDWARE / PLUMBING 

Aladdin Plumbing 
Leopoldi Hardware 
R&A Hardware 
Steve Belsito Sons Inc. 

HOME DESIGN / FURNISHING 

At Home on Fifth 
Extraordinary 
Hers & Mine 
Matter 

Trade Winds Import, Inc. 

3R Living, Inc. 

KIDS 

Romp 


KITCHEN & BATH / RENOVATIONS 

A & K Tile Studio inc. 

Garfield Kitchen & Bath 
Renovations Unlimited 

LAUNDRY / DRY CLEANING 

The Kleen Machine Laundromat 

PETS 

Fifth Ave Cat Clinic 

PHARMACIES 

Emcon Pharmacy 

Neergaard Pharmacy 

REALTORS 

Aguayo & Huebener 

Donawald 

Rita Knox 

Urban View Realty 

RESTAURANTS 

Al Di La Trattoria 

Aunt Suzie’s Restaurant 

Beso 

Blue Ribbon 

Blue Ribbon Sushi 

Brooklyn Fish Camp 

El Viejo Yayo Restaurant 

La Villa Pizzeria & Restaurant 

Long Tan 

Los Pollitos 

Mexican Restaurant 

Mezcal’s Mexican Restaurant 

Nana Restaurant and Bar 

Night & Day 

Park Slope Chip Shop 

Peperoncino 

Press 195 

Sakura Cafe 

Stone Park Cafe 

Tempo Restaurant & Wine Bar 

Thai Sky 

200 Fifth 

SPECIALTY FOODS 

Bierkraft 

VARIETY 

Save On Fifth 

WINE 

Red White & Bubbly 


5TH AVE PARK SLOPE BROOKLYN 

brought to you by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue Merchants Association 






Nightlife... 


( 718)453-7825 , www.thejazz.8m.com. 
Mondays: Jam Session, 8 pm, $5; 
TBD, $TBD; Dec. 17: Sharp Radway 

Kill Bar-Cafe 

81 Hoyt St. at State Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 855-5574. 

Tuesdays: Open acoustics, 10 pm, 
FREE; Fridays: DJ Chappy plays rock, 
hip-hop and funk, 10:30 pm, FREE. 

Laila Lounge 

113 N. Seventh St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486-6791, 
www.lailalounge.com. 

visuaHsts? 9 pm? FREE; Mondays: 

Sisters, 9 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Fruity 
Loops (Gay Night), 10 pm, FREE; 
Wednesdays: Jezebel Music Show- 

music, 8:30 pm, FREE; Dec. P 17: DJ 
Pascal and VJ Rolf, 10 pm, FREE. 

Les Babouches 

7803 Third Ave. at 78th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833-1700. 

Saturdays and Fridays: Belly dancer 
Shahrazad, 8 pm, FREE; Thursdays: 
Belly dancer Marta, 8 pm, FREE. 

Liberty Heights 
Tap Room 

34 Van Dyke St. at Dwight Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 246-8050, 
www. libertyheightstaproom. com. 
Thursdays: Open mic, 8:30 pm, FREE; 
Dec. 17: Gutenflower, 11 pm, FREE. 

Lillie’s 

46 Beard St. at Dwight Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 858-9822. 

Thursdays: Nadine's Open Mic, 8 pm, 


Liquors 

279 DeKalb Ave. at Clermont Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 488-7700. 
Tuesdays: The Patrick Wolff Trio, 8 pm, 


The Lucky Cat 

245 Grand St. at Roebling Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-0437, 

Mondays: Joe McGinty's Piano Parlor 
and keyboard karaoke, 11 pm, FREE; 
Tuesdays: Jezebel Music Open Mic 
Night hosted by Claire Bowman, 7 pm, 
FREE; Wednesdays: Hex! with DJ 

Everything You Ever Wanted, 9 pm, 
The Saturday Night Stomp, 10 pm, 

and the Grave Robbers, 1 1 :30 pm, and 
more, $5; Dec. 18: Tiffany Pfeiffer & 
the Discarnate Band, 9 pm, Hall of 

Sepia Trio, 9:30 pm, FREE; Dec. 22: 
Elvisbeatlesgod, 9 pm. Center of Zero, 


$8; Dec. 23L Finger on th e P Pulse, P 10 
pm, FREE. 

The LuLu 
Lounge 

(Under TacuTacu) 134 N. Sixth St. at 
Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
218-7889, www.ricerepublic.com. 
Saturdays, Thursdays and Fridays: 


Magnetic Field 

97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 834-0069, 

Mondays: Rock 'n' Roll DJ Exchange, 
9 pm, FREE; Dec. 17: The Plungers, 
Booty Olympics, 8 pm, $5; Dec. 18: 

7:30 pm, $5; Dec. 23: Cash Careon, 8 


in Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770, 
www.petescandystore.com. 

Sundays: Open mic, 5 pm-8 pm, FREE; 
Dec. 17: Paul Foglino, 8 pm, Ted 
Houghton, 9 pm, Amy Hills, 10 pm, 76 

Varney? 8:30 pm, Shtreiml, *9:30 pm? 


Smite, 10 pm, The Other Things, 11 
pm, FREE; Dec. 20: Bingo, 7 pm, 


pm, Cheyenne, 10:30 pm, FREE; Dec. 
21: Quizz-Off, 7:30 pm, Kelli Scarr, 10 
pm, Chad King, 1 1 pm, FREE; Dec. 22: 
Squeezebox, 9 pm, Daniel Hightower 
Smith, 10 pm, FREE. 


Puppet’s Jazz 
Bar 

294 Fifth Ave. at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2627, 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

Dec. 17: Randy Johnston Trio, 9 pm, 

Jaime Aff, 5 pm, $TBD; Dec 19: Organ 
trio with William Ash, 7:1 5 pm, $5; Dec. 
20: Jaime Aff Trio, 7:15 pm, $5; Dec. 
21 : Alex Blake Birthday Bash, 9 pm, $5; 

with JC Bass, 6^30 pm, Pups Vibes with 



Rbar 

451 Meeker Ave. at Graham Avenue 
in Greenpoint, (718) 486-6116. 
Mondays: Guest bartender nights, 9 
pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Mikey's Big Gay 

days: Karaoke, 9 pm, FREE; Thurs- 
days: Comedy Night, 8 pm, FREE. 

Ripple Bar 

in Crown Heights, (917) 657-3468, 
www.ripplebar.com. 

Saturdays and Fridays: Live DJ party, 

night, 9 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Live 
jazz session, 9 pm, FREE; Thursdays: 


Sista’s Place 

456 Nostrand Ave. at Jefferson 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
398-1766, www.sistasplace.org. 


Solomon’s 

Porch 

307 Stuyvesant Ave. at Halsey Street 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 919-8001. 
Sundays: Open mic, 6 pm, FREE. 

Southpaw 

Park Slope, (718) 230-0236, 
www.spsounds.com. 

Felton, DJ Neil Nice, produced by 
Somaya Oveslati, 9 pm, $15; Dec. 21: 

Dec. 22: JellyNYC presentsThe Spinto 
Band, Aeroplane Pageant, R.U.O.K., 

23: Bekay, Kasua\, Tah Phru'm Da Bush, 
9 pm, $TBD. 

Stain 

766 Grand St. at Humboldt Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387-7840, 
www.stainbar.com. 

Mondays: Paint Stain, 5 pm, FREE; 
Wednesdays: JAMstain, an informal 
open mic hosted by singers/songwrit- 
ers, 9 pm, FREE; Thursdays: Benecio 
and the Del Toros, 10 pm, FREE; Dec. 
17: Nate Smith Jazz Quartet, Cecil 

Chelsea Labate, 9 pm, FREE. 

Tea Lounge 

837 Union St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 789-2762, 
www.tealoungeny.com. 

Dec. 22: Shaul Besser Group, 9 pm, 
10:30 pm, FREE; Dec. 23: Rasmer, 9 
pm, 10:30 pm, FREE. 


Nalani’s Cafe 
and Lounge 

565 Vanderbilt Ave. at Pacific Street in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 645-0507, 

Saturdays: Krush Groove, 9 pm, FREE; 
Sundays: An open poetic exhibit of 
words produced by Jenesis Soul, 7 
pm, FREE; Thursdays: Soulful Thurs- 
days hosted by Red, 9 pm, FREE; 
Fridays: Karaoke, 9 pm, FREE. 

National 

Restaurant 

273 Brighton Beach Ave. at Brighton 
Second Street in Brighton Beach, (718) 
646-1225, www.come2national.com. 
Saturdays: Live Russian music and 
dance show, 9 pm, FREE (with $65 prix 

music and dance show, 9 pm, FREE 
(with $50 prix fixe dinner); Sundays: 
Live Russian music and dance show, 7 
pm, FREE (with $50 prix fixe dinner). 


Night and Day 
Restaurant 

230 Fifth Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 399-2161, 




Anyone But You, ^pm, FREE; Dec. 19: 
Speakeasy, 7 pm, FREE; Dec. 20: 

Ray, 7 pm, FREE. 


Night of the 
Cookers 

767 Fulton St at South Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 797- 

Saturdays: Live jazz, 10 pm, FREE; 

Thursdays: Live jazz, 8 pm, FREE; 
Fridays: Live jazz, 10 pm, FREE. 


Northsix 

66 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599-5103, 
www.northsix.com. 

Dec. 17: Marc Ribot's Ceramic Dog, 

day of 'the show; Dec. 18: Sunno, 
Growing, Nachmystium, 9 pm, $10 in 

22: (Downstairs) Repellent, Kimono 
Draggin', Mark Dwinell, 9 pm, $8. 


Peggy O’Neill’s 

8123 Fifth Ave. at 81st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748-1400, 


pm, FREE; Mondays: Karaoke with 
Rod, 9 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Beer 
Pong, 9 pm, FREE; Wednesdays: Trivia 
Night, 9 pm, FREE; Thursdays: 
Karaoke with DJ Rob, 9 pm, FREE; 
Fridays: DJ Richie, 10 pm, FREE; Dec. 
21 : Peggy O'Neill's Christmas Party, 7 
pm, FREE. 

1904 Surf Ave. at Keyspan Park in 
Coney Island, (718) 449-3200, 
www.peggyoneillsci.com. 

Saturdays: DJ Joey, 11 pm, FREE; 
Mondays: Monday Night Football, 7 
pm, FREE. 


Pete’s Candy 
Store 

709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 


Tommy’s 

Tavern 

1041 Manhattan Ave. at Freeman 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-9699. 
Dec. 19: Langenus, Beckman, Taber, 
Harris, Cousins, Francisco, Bonedust, 8 


Trash Bar 


256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599-1000, 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

pm, Edison Rocket Train, 10 pm, Eric 

Couleurs, 8 pm, Copper Man, 9 pm, 

$6; Dec. 19: Prize Tiger, 9 pm. The 
Shorebirds, 10 pm, Checkbook Bio- 


$6; Dec. 20: Kervin, 8 pm, Coman- 

Jungle Junkies, 11 pm, $6; Dec. 21: 
The Bathtub Marys, 8 pm, The Silent 
Alarm, 9 pm, Jack Butler, 10 pm, I 
Crime, 11 pm, Awesome Color, mid- 
night, $6; Dec. 22: Primer Black, 9 pm, 

Randall Flagg, midnight, $8; Dec. 23^ 




Deaf by Stereo, 11 pm, Red Sky 
Morning, midnight, $6. 


Two Boots 
Brooklyn 

514 Second St. at Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-3253, 
www.twobootsbrooklyn.com. 

Dec. 17: The Blues Prophets, 10 pm, 
FREE. 


200 Fifth 

200 Fifth Ave. at Sackett Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 638-2925. 

Saturdays: DJ Blazer spinning reggae 
and hip-hop, 10 pm, ladies $5, men 
$10; Fridays: Friday Night Salsa with a 

Big Will spinning safca, reggae, hi P' 


Vox Pop 

1022 Cortelyou Road at Stratford 
Road in Flatbush, (718) 940-2084, 

Dec. 17: Athena Reich and Kristi Mar- 
tell, 8:30 pm, $5 suggested donation; 


Waterfront Ale 
House 

755 Atlantic Ave. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 522-3794, 
www.waterfrontalehouse.com. 

Dec. 17: Draa Hobbs Quartet, 11 pm, 
FREE; Dec. 23: Matt Smith, 11 pm, 


Zebulon 

258 Wythe Ave. at Metropolitan 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 218- 

Dec. 17: Baye Kouyate et les Touga- 

Dec. 18: Amayo's Fu-Arkist-Ra featur- 
ing The Antibalas Horn 8c Rhythm 
Section, 10 pm, FREE; Dec. 19: Jorge 
Constentino, 10 pm, FREE; Dec. 20: 
Freedom Art Quartet, 10 pm, FREE; 

Dec. 22: Isle of Citadel, 10 pm, FREE; 
Dec. 23: S.L.A.M. with Kenny Wolle- 
sen, Tony Sherr, Jonathan Haffner, and 
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City’s tree hugger 

His job: Save the sycamores around OEM 



Trees are protected along Cadman Plaza East. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

There are no short- 
ages of people voicing 
their opinions at a con- 
struction site — work- 
ers, architects, engi- 
neers, protesters — but 
Bruce Mclnnes speaks 
only for the trees. 

It was a tree in jeopardy 
this week that brought 
Mclnnes to the Office of 
Emergency Management 
headquarters, now being 
built on Cadman Plaza 
East, where he ordered 
around construction work- 
ers and re-routed fences on 
behalf of a wounded 
Sycamore. 

“Trees and excavations 
are at odds with each oth- 
er,” said Mclnnes, who has 
been the city’s unofficial 
tree savior since 1977. 

Mclnnes, a taciturn man 


with green business cards, 
has never been the only 
tree consultant out there, 
but he is the arborist most 
likely to get the call. 

“I should be; I started 
the business,” he bragged. 

And a hard business it is. 

“Sometimes you have to 
hand-dig around the roots,” 
said Jack Mesango, a vice 
president at Bovis, the 
company overseeing con- 
struction at the site. 

The OEM site brought a 
whole new series of com- 
plications for the veteran 
tree-hugger. 

“It’s all top-secret stuff,” 
he said of the concrete foun- 
dation of the security fence 
that is now the biggest foe to 
the Sycamores along the 
perimeter of the property. 

“It’s for security,” he 
said. “But we want to make 
sure the trees are safe, too.” 



Bruce Mclnnes shows roots of tree that he is trying to pro- 
tect as construction of new OEM building continues on 
Cadman Plaza East. 


Nets take 2 of 4 on the week 


By Lucky Ngamwajasat 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Nets 97 
Charlotte 84 

Dec. 7, at Charlotte 

Nets 109 
Cavaliers 100 

Dec. 9, at Cleveland 

76ers 107 
Nets 95 

Dec. 10, at E. Rutherford 

Wizards 94 
Nets 74 

Dec. 13, at Washington 

Vince Carter is known as Vin-San- 
ity, but the Nets this season have been 
decidedly Vin-consistent. The Brook- 
lyn-bound New Jersey Nets played 
three out of four on the road this 
week, including a date with King Le- 
Bron in Cleveland. After winning 


their first two games during the 
stretch, the Nets faltered and failed to 
get out of their early season malaise. 

Against Charlotte, the Nets 
battled an up-and-coming 
Bobcat team, lead by 
2004-5 Rookie of 
the Year, Emeka 
Okafor. Looking 
to lead his team 
and snap 
four-game los- 
ing streak, 

Carter took 
control of the 
game in the first 
half, scoring 16 
route 

The former Air Canada 
took flight in Carolina, with a cou- 
ple of rim-rocking jams that gave the 
future Brooklynites a 45-37 lead go- 
ing into the half. 

Charlotte came out strong in the 
second half, forcing the Nets into 
some costly turnovers, and briefly 


took 48-47, but the Nets would re- 
claim dominance, led by Mr. Double- 
Double, Jason Kidd, who finished 
with 11 points and 11 assists and 
Richard Jefferson, who 
scored 21. 

The Nets moved 
Cleveland to 
face LcBron James, 
and assorted other 
Cavaliers, in a 
game that was 
filled with high- 
light reel dunks 
from Carter and 
Bron-Bron. 

Carter smashed 
through the Cavs, from 
outside with jumpers, and 
from the interior with his fe- 
rocious slams. He led all scorers with 
38 points and grabbed 12 rebounds. 
New Jersey dialed in from long dis- 
tance early and often, shooting 8 for 
15 from three-point land and had a 
seemingly comfortable nine point 
lead going into the half. 


But no lead is safe for the Nets 
lately. The Swamp Things had a 17- 
point lead in the second half, but 
James got the Cavaliers back in the 
game, scoring 32 with some spectac- 
ular dunks of his own. 

Donyell Marshall and Damon 
Jones came off the bench to kill the 
Nets with open looks for three — a 
recurring Nets failure this season. 
Marshall tied the game at 87 with a 
lay-up and it looked liked the Nets 
would blow another one. 

But Jefferson and Kidd saved the 
day for the Nets in the fourth. Kidd 
got a clutch steal, which led to a Jef- 
ferson basketball and New Jersey es- 
caped with a W. 

The team returned home, greeted 
by Allen Iverson and the division- 
leading Sixers. Iverson torched the 
Nets, exploding for 42 points and 12 
assists. The recipient of those assists 
was Kyle Korver, who went ballistic, 
shooting 10 for 11 for 26 points. 
Philly shot a stunning 57 percent 
from the field, compared to 41 per- 


cent for the Nets, who were booed off 
the court by the home fans. (Perhaps 
the reception will be better in Brook- 
lyn. Yeah, right.) 

Carter and Jefferson both scored 
26, and the Nets were within eight in 
the fourth quarter, but it was not 
enough against A.I. and Philadelphia. 

The Nets looked like they got a 
break against Washington, when star 
guard Gilbert Arenas was sidelined 
with an injury. Unfortunately, the en- 
tire Net squad played like they were 
the ones in pain. New Jersey shot a 
pitiful 3 for 17 from three-point land 
and allowed Arenas’s replacement, 
Jarvis Hayes, to abuse them. Hayes 
scored 19 in a game that the Nets lost 
early and often. 

Lucky’s Last Licks 

The Nets finally won the 1,000th 
game in their franchise’s history 
against Charlotte. . .Jason Collins re- 
turned from his leg injury off the 
bench. Cliff Robinson started in his 
absence. 



NO TRAINS ... 

Continued from page 1 

ner project will not put an even bigger cork in the Downtown 
Brooklyn bottleneck. 

Fears about a permanent gridlock near the Atlantic -Flatbush 
intersection prompted Forest City Ratner to announce this week 
that it’s talking to a traffic consulting firm that specializes in get- 
ting fans to and from crowded arenas. 

Ratner had been prodded to hire the Florida-based firm, Gameday 
Management Group, by Millman and Community Board 6. 

Forest City Ratner is reportedly also working on a deal with 
the MTA to give MetroCard discounts to Brooklyn Nets ticket- 
holders to encourage them to use mass transit on game days. 

The New York Post reported this week that the idea is “being 
bounced around by team brass ... to quell community concern 
over the traffic nightmare.” 

Although such a scheme might encourage mass transit useage, 
one transportation expert said the Nets were giving the discount 
in “the wrong place.” 

“You need to discount the [game] ticket by $10” to encourage 
transit ridership, not discount MetroCards by $1, said Carolyn 
Konheim of Community Consulting Services. 

Her partner, Brian Ketcham, told the same elected officials 
earlier this month that it’s time for New York City to bite the bul- 
let and put tolls on the East River bridges. 

“All of the development that is going on downtown will add 
100,000 more vehicle trips through the area every day, doubling 
the current traffic,” Ketcham said. “The only way to alter the traf- 
fic patterns is to toll the bridges.” 

Markowitz has said that “every alternative” should be consid- 
ered — except that one. 

“Tolling those bridges is a non-starter — not gonna happen,” 
he told The Brooklyn Papers. “It’s DOA. It’s an additional tax on 
Brooklynites and, therefore, discriminatory. 

“I don’t want to see it in the DEIS,” he continued. “The state 
and the developer have hired great traffic consultants. They have 
to be creative.” 

The city’s Department of Transportation has offered little guid- 
ance. In its Downtown Brooklyn Transportation Blueprint, which 
was released in May, the agency foresaw gridlock after all the pro- 
posed and approved development is completed. 

“If future employees in projected office developments com- 
mute by auto at rates near existing rates, [traffic] would not be ac- 
commodated on the existing roadway network,” the report said. 
It concluded that frustrated drivers would begin their commutes 
either before or after the traditional “rush hour,” creating, in ef- 
fect, msh hours that last all morning and all afternoon. 

“We want to make sure traffic flows as smoothly as possible,” 
said FCR spokesman Joe DePlasco. 


TOUGHTS... 

Continued from page 1 

None of the participants were ever told who was behind the 
polling — but many had an idea. 

“I am sure it was Ratner,” said Kalick. 

“Holding a professional focus group is not cheap and who else 
would do that?” 

Dozens of tightly focussed sessions were held. Blacks were re- 
cruited for one, Park Slope residents for another, and business 
owners in a third. 

The developer was not mentioned by name, but project archi- 
tect Frank Gehry and landscape architect Lauri Olin were men- 
tioned — repeatedly modified by the adjective “world famous,” 
according to a recording obtained by The Brooklyn Papers. 

Forest City Ratner has used focus groups in the past to test re- 
sponse to its plans, a spokesman said. 

He declined to say whether the company was involved in the 
latest focus groups, which were held in the Court Street offices 
of Recruiting Resources Unlimited. 


! BCAT Program Guide - What’s on Brooklyn Community Access Television 


BrooKenyal 

by Rahul Chadha 

T he phrase “global community theater” is one that would not 
strike Kate Gardner as oxymoronic. The Brooklyn resident 
relied on that very premise in founding the non-profit arts organi- 
zation Community Theatre Internationale and in producing what 
would become the BCAT/Brooklyn Community Access Television 
special BrooKenya! “I want people to realize how powerful commu- 
nity theater is, and how transformative it can be,” says Gardner. 
“In a way, the main message of the BCAT piece is the successful 
creation of a network of global theater.” 



The seeds for what would eventually 
become the show BrooKenya!, which was 
made possible through the support from 
individuals and the New York State 
Council on the Arts as administrated by 
the Brooklyn Arts Council, were planted 
a few days after the events of September 
11, when Gardner and several friends 
fliered the streets of her Brooklyn neigh- 
borhood with a call to found a commu- 
nity art project. The overwhelming 
response resulted in a series of art shows 
held at the Mark Morris Dance Center 
that was supposed to run for only six 
weeks. “It ended up running for eight 
months,” recalls Gardner with a delight- 

That sort of good fortune seems to 
have tailed Gardner — who has worked 
variously as an activist, organizer and 
community theater group member — in 
her amazing effort to produce 
BrooKenya!. In October 2001 she met 
Kenyan activist and health educator 
Kitche Magak at an international per- 
formance conference held in New York 
City. After Magak returned to Kenya, 
the pair continued a conversation that 
occurred mosdy by email, and came up 
with an idea for a collaborative soap 
opera whose plot lines traversed both the 
geographic and cultural gaps that sepa- 
rate the borough of Kings from the 
Kenyan city of Kinsumu. 

Even in the face of significant 
communication limitations, dialogue 
between the groups was unfettered. In 
November 2003 Magak and an associate 
producer on BrooKenya! made their way 
to Brooklyn, where they were able to 
shoot a number of scenes that would link 
the characters from Kenya and Brooklyn 
within the show. A team of dedicated 
volunteers met religiously in Gardners 
kitchen — around what had been dubbed 


“the round table” — to hash out plot 
lines and dialogue. Some of the actors 
and writers who ended up in the project 
fell into the fold after walking by shoots 
occurring in their neighborhood and 
asking what was going on. 

By February 2004 Garner found her- 
self on a plane bound for Kinsumu, 
Kenya, bringing with her 15 completed 
scenes written, acted and produced 
entirely on a volunteer basis. 

“First we came up with characters,” 
says Gardner. “I didn’t know anything 
about soap operas, so I started reading 
about them. What I found was that 
they’re almost like a global language 
spoken everywhere.” Thirteen months 
after Gardner’s trip, the Kenyan team 
had managed to shoot 13 of their own 
scenes. Gardner and her colleagues 
combed through many different plot 
lines that were shot to pull out a few to 
be included in the BrooKenya! BCAT 

The show represents an artistic 
endeavor that spans two continents and 
helps dispel the generational, gender and 
sexual barriers of both cultures. The 
varying plots of the BCAT version of 
BrooKenya! are rife with some of the plot 
conventions one would expect from a 
soap opera — children born out of wed- 
lock are given up for adoption, decades- 
old secret trysts are uncovered in 
tear-jerking scenes — but the storylines 
have been infused with the voices and 
experiences of the many people who 
volunteered that created the scenes 
between 2003 and 2005. 

One of the Kenyan plot lines revolves 
around a woman whose husband seeks a 
second wife in a misguided effort to sire 
a male heir. The deceit and subterfuge 
engaged in by the character is pure soap 
opera melodrama, but during one scene 


BrooKenya!, a collaborative 
soap opera whose plot lines 
take place in the Kenyan city of 
Kinsumu (top) and Brooklyn 
(bottom), will be cablecast on 
BCAT this week. 


she also manages to slip in an implicit 
critique of the misogyny found in 
Kenyan culture. Other storylines focus 
on the AIDS pandemic, teen pregnancy 
and issues of racial identity. Says 
Gardner, “People ended up writing 
scenes that touched on social issues that 
they wanted to explore.” 

It’s obvious from her work that 
Gardner’s definition of community is 
not bound by geographic or cultural 
boundaries. She’s found a way to use the 
tools of globalization to build bridges 
between the dissimilar communities of 
Brooklyn and Kinsumu. Separated by 
7,000 miles, stretched over the Adantic 
Ocean and the middle of the African 
continent, two groups of writers, actors 
and show producers found themselves 
treading on an abundance of common 
ground to found a truly global commu- 
nity theater. “What I feel like I have dis- 
covered with BrooKenya! is this strange 
methodology of bringing disparate peo- 
ple together to create something that can 
show everyone new possibilities,” says 
Gardner. 


This special presentation of 

BrooKenya! can be seen in 
Brooklyn on BCAT on Wed., Dec. 
21 at 9pm and Fri., Jan. 27 at 8pm 
on Time Warner Cable channel 56, 
Cablevision channel 69 and stream- 
ing live online at www.bcat.tv/bcat. 
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Partially covered cobblestones and railroad track on John Street in DUMBO. 


Cobblestones doomed 

Saved only in 'hippest' neighborhoods 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Here’s an irony: Gentriiication may 
be the only way to save a dying 
piece of the city’s history. 

Time after time — most recently, in 
DUMBO, Vinegar Hill and Red Hook 
— historic cobblestones are being pre- 
served only when developers want the 
retro-chic look that the stones bring. 

Last month, preservationists worried 
when they saw Belgium block being 
dug up near a condo development be- 
ing built by Harry Kotowitz. 

But their worries were apparently 
misplaced; Kotowitz had already lured 
a team of private street pavers to re- 
store the cobblestone around his posh 
new condo at 99 Gold St. 

Kotowitz saw the stones as a way of 
linking high-rent Tribeca to still-up- 
and-coming DUMBO. 

A century ago, all of DUMBO’s 
sheets were cobblestone, which consist 
of granite blocks cut to a regular size and 
tightly fitted in a base bed of concrete. 

But by the mid-20th century, even 
gritty hideaways like DUMBO were 
starting to lose their cobbled lanes to 
asphalt, which was hailed as the 
smoother, cheaper route into the future. 

City law only protects cobblestone 
in historic districts. Beyond that, the 
only time cobblestones survive in this 
asphalt jungle is when neighborhoods 
get chic. 

The result is that the future of the 
historic stones is left to the prevailing 
fashions of developers. 

“It’s a strange circle in a place like 


Vinegar Hill,” said Nicholas Evans- 
Cato, president of the Vinegar Hill As- 
sociation. “The developers are the only 
ones tearing up the cobblestone, but 
they are also the only ones with the re- 

Evans-Cato grew up on a cobbled 
block of Sixth Street in Park Slope. 

He saw the tar-brush of progress 
sweep over his neighborhood in 1979, 
blacking over its bumpy streets with 
car-friendly asphalt. 

If only “progress” could have been 
stalled. By 1985, the market had 
changed and plenty of real-estate bro- 
kers would have willingly funded a 
cobblestone rehab, he said. 

Maintaining and repairing cobble- 
stone is four times more costly than 
repaving in asphalt, but savvy developers 
make it back in the form of tenants will- 
ing to pay extra for a sense of history. 

The city repaved a piazza of Bel- 
gium blocks at the intersection of Front 
and Pearl Streets and Anchorage Place 
in the 1980s — but now, planners are 
cursing that decision as they redesign 
the area, struggling to imbue the spot 
with the exact charm that was lost. 

Evans-Cato blames the city for leav- 
ing the stones up to the whims of such 
planners. 

“Cobblestone tells our history and 
history should belong to people living 
in all neighborhood. It should not be 
left up to private developers, or circum- 
stance, to preserve these stones,” he 

In Red Hook, where Ikea is planning 
to convert a Civil War-era building into 
a superstore, a long stretch of cobbled 


Beard Sheet will be repaved in asphalt. 

But the Belgium blocks will be “pre- 
served” in the design of a walkway that 
will surround the parking lot, according 
to Ikea’s site plans. 

The plan hasn’t satisfied preserva- 
tionists. 

“First we lose our Civil War loft and 
then we lose the sheets that ran next to 
it,” said co-chair of The Red Hook 
Civic Association leader John McGet- 

“I don’t think I would call a cobble- 
stone redesign ‘preservation.’ ” 

The removal of the Beard Sheet 


stones could still be prevented if the 
City Council passes a proposed bill that 
would require the DOT to maintain all 
cobblestone and replace blocks if re- 
moving them is necessary. 

“This is more than a sentimental is- 
sue,” said Evans-Cato. 

“Some developers are just dishonest 
or cheap [but] developments like 99 
Gold St. are sure to be enormously 
profitable. The least developers — and 
the city — could do is protect the his- 
torical ambience that is part of their 
own marketing strategy.” 


MAYOR SLEEPS 


Continued from page 1 

The first place the mayor will pass 
on his pedestrian commute to City 
Hall is St. Ann’s Warehouse, a per- 
formance space. Given the mayor’s 
support for the arts, I figured the 
folks there would be excited to sell 
Bloomberg a ticket (“Measure for 
Measure” opens Tuesday). 

Then I remembered I was in 
Brooklyn. 

“And why, exactly, should I 
care?” the box office clerk asked, 
Grimaldi-like, when I mentioned St. 
Ann’s proximity to the mayoral 

In fact, as I walked the route, I dis- 
covered that the only friendly face 


the mayor may encounter belongs to 
Marta Krawiec, a bartender at Water 
Street Restaurant and Lounge, who 
vowed to have a steaming cup of 
Irish coffee waiting for Hizzoner 
every evening when he comes home 
over the bridge. 

“I’ll hook him up — on the 
house,” she said, quickly remember- 
ing that the billionaire mayor certain- 
ly doesn’t need a free anything from 
anyone at anytime. 

It’s no surprise Krawiec was so 
welcoming — OEM was having its 
Christmas bash downstairs at the 


Health, Mind & Body 


ABORTION 


ob^ ; 


qyn 


PAVILION 


at the 

Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

WE SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 
We Accept All Insurance & Medicaid 


■ NYS Licensed & Inspected 

• Joint Commission Accreditation 

• Confidential Abortion 
-Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

■ Safe Low Cost 


• Immediate Appointment (indSat) 

• Parental Consent Not Required 

• Emergency Contraception 

• Free Pregnancy Testing 
■ Multi-lingual staff 


Conveniently Located at 

313 - 43rd St. at 3rd Are., Sunset Park 


Call for an immediate appointment 

( 800 ) 971-6019 

(718)369-1900 

Near R, N&D trains and 35 & 37 buses 


DENTISTS 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
24 Fir Phone Service 
mBlIOB 



789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


f Quality Dentistry 1 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 


Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



DENTISTS 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
“88 and insurance plans accommodated 


Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed and Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatment of Gum Disease - 
Surgical end Non-Surgical Therapy 

• Endodontics • Using rotary instrumentation 
lor foster more thorough cleaning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radation 

• Extractions ■ Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry ■ Porcelain Laminates, 
White Fillings, Bleaching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Bleaching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dental Practice 


Jelf C. 

Strachan, DDS 

1 89 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 

Jeff.strachan@verizon.net 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: 8om to 6pm 
• CareCredit financing avail. 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, DD.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 


Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) j n ^° a n Ce 

Tisr (718) 622-8020 


NYM's new baby unit 


New York Methodist Hospital 

New York Methodist 
Hospital recently unveiled 
its new pediatric unit at a 
ceremony held on the third 
floor of the Hospital’s 
Carrington Pavilion. 

The new floor features 15 
bright and airy carpeted pa- 


tient rooms designed specifi- 
cally for children. 

Each one has its own state- 
of-the-art hospital bed, win- 
dow and bathroom. In fact, a 
tour of the new facility feels 
more like walking around a 
nice hotel than a hospital floor. 

Each room also features 
plenty of space for visitors, 


DERMATOLOGY 



Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 


Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails 


V 


27 8th Avenue 

Pa/k’slopeT Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

New York City, NY 


(212) 288-1300 


J 


GENERAL PRACTICE 


When was YOUR 
last physical? 

Anahid Nisanian, MD 
Andras Fenyves, MD 

Primary Care 
Internal Medicine 

■:'P<T,5fJ,YrS 


PROMINENCE in Quality Care and Service 



558 Atlantic Ave. I 718-802-1110 

bet. 3rd & 4th Aves. Mon & Wed: 8am-7pm; Tue 8. Thu: 8am-5pm 

(just off Flatbush Ave) | Friday: 8am-7pm; Saturday: 9am-1pm 


HOLISTIC 


Life Coaching 


Makin^AII Those Dreams Come True! 
516-569-0135 



Life Coaching 


Lifestyle Coach 

or distressed? Try lifestyle coaching with 
Mordy Greenwald, Certified Personal 
Trainer & Lifestyle Coach. First session 
free! 

(718) 972-8638 


and a sofa with a pull-out bed 
for parents who wish to stay 
with their children. There’s 
even a dedicated room just for 
parents. 

“The floor was designed 
with the comfort of our young 
patients in mind, as well as 
that of their parents,” said 
Pramod Narnia, MD, chief of 
pediatrics at NYM. 

The unit also features a 
child-friendly playroom deco- 
rated in festive colors. Famil- 
iar movie characters adorn the 
walls, providing kids with a 
friendly face no matter where 
they turn. A new, well-lit nurs- 
es desk serves as the center- 
piece of the floor. 

The floor has a five-bed 
state of the art pediatric inten- 
sive care unit (PICU), staffed 
by pediatric intesivists, which 
houses equipment specifically 


designed for the treatment of 
children. 

“On the new floor, each pa- 
tient will have their own room, 
as well as access to the latest 
equipment used in diagnosis 
and treatment,” said Dr. Narn- 
ia. For instance, each room is 
equipped with instruments that 
allow physicians to perform a 
diagnostic procedure known 
as video EEG used in the 
treatment of seizures. 

“The accessibility of such in- 
room equipment eliminates the 
need to move patients to other 
areas of the Hospital for certain 
diagnostic tests,” said Joanne 
Ruggiero, RN, the nurse manag- 
er of the pediatric floor. 

“The new pediatrics floor is 
just another example of the insti- 
tution’s commitment to provid- 
ing the highest quality of care for 
our patients,” said Narnia 


Psychotherapy 

Union St. Counseling & Coaching 
Individuals/Families/Adolescents/Kids 

of all lifestyles in a warm & convenient 
setting in Carroll Gardens 

• Sliding" Scale Rates 

(718) 875-3303 

Julie Zaslav, LCSW, CASAC^ ^ 

FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W., LCSW 
Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


TRAVEL IMMUNIZATION 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 


• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid jMEDICAL ADVICE 

lypu FOR TRAVELLERS 

• Hepatitis 1 

• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

25 Schermerhom St. (bet. Court & Clinton Sts.) 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6 18S 


VISION 

V - *' 

Seen us lately? 

• Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
; • Contact Lenses • Children's Frames 
j • Sunglasses • Sports Glasses 

Heights Vision Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 

1 www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 
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OUR OPINION 


No votes for a thief 


Roger Green must be stopped. 

Sliding down today’s ever-slip- 
pery slope of cynicism, the dis- 
graced Brooklyn Assemblyman 
now has the temerity to suggest 
that his guilty plea last year for 
stealing thousands of dollars from 
the state’s coffers will not be a big 
deal as he campaigns to defeat 
Rep. Ed Towns in Brooklyn’s 
10th congressional district. 

“People do not feel it’s a major 
issue,” Green told the New York 
Times last week. 

We beg to differ. No, we don’t 
beg. We scream. 

As our own Ariella Cohen dis- 
covered during a fact-finding mis- 



Assemblyman Roger Green 


sion within the 10th congression- 
al district, Brooklyn voters actual- 
ly do think it is a “major issue” 
when a politician is caught with 
his hand in the till, pleads guilty 
to robbing his own constituents 
and is forced to resign in disgrace. 

That Green was eventually re- 
elected to the very same office 
speaks more to the power of in- 
cumbency and the lack of talent 
on the scandal-tarred Democratic 
bench, than forgiveness. 

Green’s crime — he took free 
rides from a private company and 
then billed the state for travel ex- 
penses — was hardly a hanging 
offense. But the fact that he 


thought he could get away with it 

— that he felt above the law that 
we send him to Albany to make 

— is what makes the transgres- 
sions unforgivable. 

In the same Times interview, 
Green trash-talked Towns in the 
language of the reformer he will 
never be. “There is a question of 
his legislative leadership,” Green 
said. “You have someone in of- 
fice for more than 20 years and 
has only one bill to his credit that 
has been voted into law.” 

But for our money, we’d rather 
have a back-bencher than a con- 
victed — and unrepentant — 
thief. 


TO THE EDITOR 


ALL DRAWN OUT 



Yassky is pulling a ‘Dr. David and Mr. Newt’ 


To the editor: 

As someone who worked for 
Councilmember David Yassky in 
his first campaign, I read Gersh 
Kuntzman’s article with great inter- 
est (“Yassky Channels Gingrich,” 
Dec. 3). Much has changed since 
that campaign, apparently. For Mr. 
Yassky to advocate a “Contract 
with America” concept is ironic, 
since he’s now pursuing a “Contract 
ON Brooklyn” approach here at 

Councilmember Yassky refuses 


to oppose the placement of luxury 
housing in the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, refuses to oppose the mon- 
strous Atlantic Yards proposal, sup- 
ports inappropriate development in 
Williamsburg and, last month, led 
the effort to undo landmark protec- 
tion for the Austin, Nichols ware- 
house, designed by Cass Gilbert. 

And all the while, he collects big 
checks from the developers who 
benefit from his abuses of public 

David Yassky has sold out his 


own district. What is the price he’ll 
get for a larger piece of Brooklyn? 
Jerry Foyster, Brooklyn Heights 
(Editor's note: Councilmember 
David Yassky declined The Brooklyn 
Papers' invitation to respond to this 
letter.) 

Wild Red Hook 

To the editor: 

Those two dumb crickets in your 
editorial cartoon (All Drawn Out, 
Dec. 3) better get in the long line of 


those who are just finding Red 
Hook. 

The blocks of vacant land and 
the unused waterfront have made 
Red Hook attractive to lots of wild 
critters you’ll never see in other 
parts of New York City. 

I never saw a mockingbird until I 
came to Red Hook — and in my 
time here I have seen Red-Tailed 
hawks and kestrels, many sorts of 
ducks, cormorants. Great White 
herons, Black-Crowned night 
herons, woodpeckers, and even a 


hummingbird. 

My old friend Skinny used to 
bring up blue crabs by the pailfull 
down at Pier 12. (“They come over 
from Jersey,” he’d say.) On four 
legs, we have both possums and 
raccoons. 

And at my house, we have a 
thriving population of very fast mil- 
lipedes (or something) that looks 
like a runaway mustache. I hope de- 
velopment will include enough 
open space for man and beast alike. 

Phil Forbes, Red Hook 


Gersh on 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Excited about the behind-the- 
scenes race for City Council Speak- 
er? Then check out BCAT’s weekly 
“Reporters Roundtable,” which fea- 
tures The Papers’ Editor Gersh 
Kuntzman, Daily News columnist 
Errol Louis and Crain’s New York 


the tube 

Business reporter Erik Engquist. 
The half-hour program airs Satur- 
day, Dec. 17, at 9 pm and is repeat- 
ed on Monday, Dec. 19, at 10:30 
am, Wednesday, Dec. 21, at 10:30 
am and 6:30 pm, and Thursday, 
Dec. 22, at noon and 8 pm. Check 
listings to determine what channel 
BCAT is on in your area. 



St. Francis 
helps Marty 
staff Bklyn’s 
beaches 



Marty Markowitz, seen here at Coney Island on Jan. 1, 
2002, has reached out to his Polar Bear friends to help 
the city parks department find lifeguards. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s never too early — or 
too cold — to start think- 
ing about hiring lifeguards. 

Borough President Marty 
Markowitz demonstrated 
forward thinking this week 
— or maybe he was just 
dreaming of summer — 
when he convened a “sum- 
mit” meeting to help the city 
hire the 1,200 lifeguards it 
will need. 

Last year, the city em- 
ployed only 1,010 lifeguards, 
causing long stretches of 
beach to be closed to the 
public. 

“Like me, the majority of 
Brooklynites summer in 
Brooklyn,” Markowitz said. 
“When the beaches are 
closed, people don’t come, 
and that is the kiss of death 
in the tourist trade.” 

The summit meeting pro- 
duced at least one good idea. 

The St. Francis College 
water polo coach said mem- 
bers of his team — which 
just won the NCAA Eastern 
region championship, thank 
you very much — would be 
happy to get paying jobs 
swimming in the ocean all 
summer. 

But most of his players 
are foreigners who are here 
on student visas and are un- 
able to work unless they go 


home, get new visas and 

“Obviously, they’re not 
going to do that,” said the 
coach, Carl Quigley, who 
suggested setting up a stu- 
dent-internship program that 
could circumvent those nasty 
State Department rules. 

“It exists in the world of 
finance, where foreign stu- 
dents can get internships 
with Morgan-Stanley or oth- 
ers,” Coach Quigley said. 

Members of the Coney Is- 
land Polar Bears also volun- 
teered to find new lifeguards, 
despite the uncomfortable 
warmth of the summer water. 

And Markowitz vowed to 
ask the city Department of Ed- 
ucation to teach middle- and 
high-school students how to 
swim, a relic of a bygone era. 

“Brooklyn should be 
growing our own life- 
guards,” the borough presi- 
dent said. 

“Without the ski slopes, As- 
pen is just a subdivision. 
Without the beaches, Coney is 
. . . well let’s not even go there. 

“Something is profoundly 
lost when we deprive our cit- 
izenry of the right to sit on 
the beach at the height of 
summer and seek refuge 
from the insufferable heat.” 

Would-be lifesavers are 
urged to call 3 1 1 for an appli- 
cation. — Gersh Kuntzman 


No no no! It’s FREE on Sunday 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn drivers apparently trust outdat- 
ed traffic signs more than their elected offi- 

Even though the City Council famously abol- 
ished metered parking on Sundays people all over 
Brooklyn are still feeding the no-arm bandits. 

“I see shoppers jumping out of the store to feed 
the meter seven days a week,” said one clerk at 
Brooklyn Industries, a clothing shop at Atlantic 
Avenue and Smith Street. 

Could Brooklyn drivers have missed the bois- 
terous media coverage of city officials prank- 
painting giant Xs over the annulled meter signs? 

Or is it that they simply trust traffic signs more 
than the City Council? 

“I heard them say we don’t have to pay any- 
more but look, the sign says to pay,” said one 
shopper, pointing to a sign that clearly states “In- 
cluding Sundays.” 

There are 13,000 such signs all over the city — 
and the Department of Transportation says it 
could take a year to replace them all. 

“Just ignore the signs for now,” said DOT 
spokesman Greg Chin. (Remember that name 
when you get a ticket on a Sunday.) 

Councilmember Vincent Gentile (D-Bay Ridge) 
explained the Sunday meter-feeding phenomenon 
is a result of a “cynical” public that simply “can’t 
believe that something good has happened to them, 
especially not at this time of year!” 

— Ariella Cohen 



A motorist feeds a parking meter last Sunday on Atlantic Avenue. He was unaware of a new law abolishing Sunday meters. 


DUMBO man fights City Hall — and wins! 


The Brooklyn Papers 

They say you can’t fight City Hall, 
but one Brooklyn man fought city 
haul — and won. 

Woodworker Jonah Zuckerman 
become a DUMBO folk hero last 
week when he was reimbursed by the 
city, which towed his car after in- 
stalling new “No Parking” signs after 


he had parked. 

“I came back and not only was my 
car gone, but there was fresh cement 
where they’d put the new signs,” said 
Zuckerman, who owns City Joinery, 
a high-end furniture factory. 

“It’s outrageous that you can park 
your car legally and they can just 
change the sign and tow you.” 

This week, a judge agreed with 


Zuckerman. But getting there was a 
bumpy road. 

After retrieving his car from tow 
pound — where he met other dis- 
gruntled victims of the famed 
“Bridge Street Massacre” — Zucker- 
man fought back, demanding a letter 
from the Department of Transporta- 
tion admitting that the signs had been 
installed on the same day Zuckerman 


had parked. 

It took him a month of phone 
calls, but he eventually got the letter, 
which impressed the city administra- 
tive judge. 

DOT spokesman Craig Chin said 
it is not uncommon for cars to be 
towed when the city installs new 
signs. But Chin said victims of the 
ol’ switcheroo should merely call 


DOT and get a letter similar to the 
one Zuckerman received. But first 
they have to bail out their car at the 
tow pound and pay the ticket. 

For Zuckerman, the sweet victory 
turned sour quickly: His car was 
again towed on Wednesday. 

“There was no sign!” he asserted, 
vowing a new fight. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



Crown Hts 
revisited 

Come for the movie, stay for the politics. 

The Jewish Executive Learning Annex in Brook- 
lyn Heights is sponsoring a screening of the 2002 
film “Crown Heights” tonight (Saturday) at 7 pm — 
but the real drama will come afterwards, when some 
of the people who were around during the 1991 ri- 
ots will discuss what happened during the city’s 
darkest week. 

City Councilmember Tracy Boyland, Rabbi Shea 
Hecht and Brooklyn Democratic Party secretary 
Steve Cohn will participate in a discussion moderat- 
ed by Pratt Institute rabbi Simcha Weinstein. 

“We’re not going to revisit the riots to blame one 
side or the other, but we’re going to talk about 
where we are today,” Weinstein said. 

“It’s going to be a positive discussion about all of 
the reconciliation that has been achieved in Crown 
Heights. There is tolerance and understanding. I see 
black children shooting hoops with yeshiva guys 
and it’s a beautiful thing.” 

Admission is free to the Dec. 17 screening and 
discussion, at Congregation B’nai Avraham, 117 
Remsen St. in Brooklyn Heights. — Kuntzman 
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AGENTS 


“Let us open the door to your new home” 

rt BROOKLYN 

CnrncrstDFiE 

REALTY 

93 Pineapple Walk, Brooklyn Heights, NY 

www.brooklyncornerstone.com • (718) 797-4066 


APARTMENTS 



| For Rent / Brooklyn 


1 

For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

1 bedroom, new kitchen, 
bath, near all major shopping, 
transportation. Battery Ave. 
loc. $1200 mo. NO BROKERS 
FEE. 

Call (718) 767-3180 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


401 Schenectady Ave. 

Beautiful 1 & 2 B/R apts. avail for 
immed occ. Start the new year off 
in your new home. One month's 
free rent. Call Rose at (516) 487- 
6790 x233 or see super on 


To advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers 
please call (718) 834-9350 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn II For Rent / Brooklyn 


DUMBO/BKLYN HEIGHTS 

Elegant/ upscale pro office space 

ence room, reception area, phone & 
DSL. $900 per month. 

Call 718-877-1420 B46 


7,500 SQ. FT. 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!!! 

Contact Charles at (718) 745-5792 Ext. 14 


CO-OPS /CONDOS 


Affordable Luxury 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 



15 Luxury Condominiums Tastefully Finished 

Custom kitchens with granite counter tops and stainless steel 
appliances, marble baths, hardwood flooring, terraces, video 

dose to shopping & transportation. Just minutes to Manhattan. 
Tax Abated- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom units starting in the low $500's 


OPEN HOUSE Every Sunday from 1-4 

or call for a private viewing 


(gggg) ( 718) 645-166 5 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Brooklyn Heights 

Quiet 1BR Co-op, financially secure 
bldg. Laundry in basement. Steps to 
Promenade. AP 289K mt $590. 

Joan Natale Real Estate, Inc. 
718-797-4661 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Park Slope South 
NEW CONDOS 
Own-A-Home Realty 

718-370-8800 

www.2m3condo.com 


Exdusiv 

city to 


Spectac 

Bridge 




Gravesend 

located on historic Kings Highway offer all 

from approximately $400,000 to $1 ,200,000. 

Cobble Heights Realty 
206 Court St. • (718) 596-3333 


HOUSES 


BEDFORD-STUYVESANT: 3 


% 


OUTREACH 

REAL ESTATE, INC. 


Ron Harris 

w.outreachrealestate. 

718-531-3995 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Dyker Heights 

(718) 855-4111 


rranged through Third Party Provider 



EMPLOYMENT 


state of the art, RE at the Slope 


facility is now serving the needs of your 


entrepreneurial spirit. 

the industry leader we are today. 

brokerage management system with 
a powerful brand, extensive support 
services including the strongest 
national advertising for 




For further information, call: Lorraine Ferretti at 1-800-543-9217. 

Nobody in the world sells more real estate than BK 


WALL STREET/ 
BROKER TRAINEES 


Prestigious Wall Street Firm is seeking 
Brokers/Trainees. Will sponsor for series 7 & 63. 


Contact Lisa at 212-425-2670 ext 153 

or email 

Lcastronovo@elam.com 


Medical Receptionist/Medical Biller 

22k. Knowledge CPT medical billing a must. 
Immediate hire. Downtown Brooklyn. Email 
resume to drellison@gmail.com 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


Licensed 

Psychologist 

needed to perform psychological 
evaluations for foster care agency 
in Brooklyn Heights. Fee for 
Service. Call: Christine Campbell 
(718) 875-3500 ext. 3401. 
campbech@lfchild.org W 49 


Park Public Events 
Coordinator 




Assist. Managers 

Fairway Operating Corporation, a 
leading gourmet/grocery business, 
is looking to hire several Assistant 
Department Managers to train on 
site at our Manhattan stores, for 
positions in our new Brooklyn store 
(Red Hook), opening Spring of 2006. 
There are position available in vari- 
ous Departments, including securi- 
ty, cheese, delicatessen, meat, cof- 
fee, and grocery. 

Candidates must have good written/ 
verbal communication skills; experi- 
ence working in a retail grocery 
store with some management re- 
sponsibilities. 

This is an excellent opportunity to 
join a growing successful business. 
Fax resumes: (212) 9390505 


SKILLED DRIVER 

wanted for vehicle parked in 
Brooklyn Heights. Must be on call 
day and evening, with approxi- 
mately 40 hours driving a week. 
References and very clean driv- 
ing record required. Please call 
Ms. Serban at (212) 901-2663. 
Equal qpportunity employer. W si 


COUNTER PERSON EXPERIENCED 
Plumbing and Heating Supply 
House located in Brooklyn seeks 
experienced (full time) counter 
person with minimum 10 years 
in plumbing and heating indus- 
try. Must have complete know- 
ledge in all phases of commer- 
cial/residential plumbing and 
heating. Assist customers in iden- 
tifying material needed, assist 
shop staff where needed (re- 
ceiving and transferring materi- 
al etc) and work with vendors. 
Compensation will be competi- 
tive and dependent upon expe- 
rience. Please email resume and 
salary history plus references 
to hicksplumbing@mail.com 
or fax it to (718) 522-6969. 


REAL ESTATE 
AGENTS 

•Training ‘Support ■■■■gl 
•Listings • Marketing Sggjjfig 
•Interactive Website HHH 

Park Terrace Properties needs ded- 
icated, licensed agents in Bay Ridge 
and Kensington. We offer coaching, 
cutting-edge technology, incentives 
and bonuses. 
www.parkterr.com 
Call Danielle at (917) 6736302 


Part time or Full time 

Flyer Distribution 

Looking for 2 hardworking, responsi- 
ble individuals to hand out flyers for 
our women’s health center in Brooklyn 
neighborhoods. Flexible hours, $10 
per hour. Must have checkable refer- 
ences. Call Esther (718) 369-1900 
x238. W49 


Help Wanted PT 


Inn Keeper Asst 

Upscale Park Slope B&B. Hos- 
pitality, reception, phone & com- 
puter skills a must. Monday and 
Friday plus weekends 2-8pm 
Non-smoker. Ref. req. Sal + 


rmcmonigle@fairwaymarket.co 


(718) 369-0318 


^"ACCOUNTANTS 
& TAX SERVICES 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Taxes 
Document Preparation 


P park Slope Office 9 

71 8-788-391 3 B2 , 37 


A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 w 


Rich and 
Bander, llp 

Certified Public Accountants 

Offices in Manhattan 
and Sunset Park 

Call (212) 481-8484 

Free Initial Consultation 


• Individual 

Tax Preparation 

• Corporation Taxes 

• Accounting 
Software Setup 

• Financial Statements 
and Audits 

• Not-For-Profit 
Accounting 


Join The Paper Team 

Current openings in all departments 

SALES 

Outside Sales 

As an outside sales rep, you'll work Brooklyn's prime neighborhoods, 
selling ad space and helping your community's merchants thrive. 
Candidates should be great communicators, enthusiastic, self motivat- 
ed, and enjoy working outdoors. Competitive compensation package 
includes salary, commission and target bonuses. Our newspapers are 
market leaders, and our sales reps have realized high earnings. 

Tele-Sales 

As an inside sales rep, you'll be selling ads by phone to business own- 
ers, health care and legal professionals and home improvement con- 
tractors. Candidates should have excellent phone manner, enthusiasm, 
self motivation and enjoy learning and working with a team. Salary, 
commission, target bonuses. Full time or part-time. Full-time benefits 

our reps have achieved high earnings. We're the only New York news- 
paper with a full-color home improvement classified section. 

I want to hear you on the phone! 

Call Celia and leave a message about yourself 

(71 8) 834-9350 ext 204 

EDITORIAL 

Arts & Entertainment Interns 

The Brooklyn Papers' GO Brooklyn section is interviewing candidates 
for WINTER BREAK internships. Additonal internship openings will 
be available in the Spring and Summer. Responsibilities include 
factchecking, researching story ideas and writing stories. Candidates 
must be enrolled in a college program (undergraduate or graduate). 


Email a cover letter, resume 
and writing samples to: 

Curtis@BrooklvnPapers.com 

News Reporters 


Full-time staff or per-assignment freelance. Candidates must know 
and love Brooklyn and be anxious to cover everything from breaking 
news to features to lifestyle trends. Ideal candidates are good 



Email cover letter, resume 
and clips to: 

Kuntzman@BrooklvnPapers.com 

WEB 

Web Genius- 

looking for someone with an intimate knowledge of Web site pro- 
duction from the ground up who's happiest working in a Mac envi- 
ronment. Candidates should be completely Web-sawy with a knack 
for solving problems when the going gets tough. 

Email resume, cover letter 
and links to: 

Vince@BrooklvnPapers.com 


^SERVICES & 

MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 

Auto Donation 


$1,000 GIFT 
Donate a Car 


Any condition 
IRS Deduction 
Free Same-Day Pick Up 


KIDS IN CRISIS 

888-532-9332 

Se Habla Espanol 






Auto Services 


Magic Auto 
Sounds & Security 

Prof Installation Guaranteed 
Real Deal in Custom Works 
Nav Systems, Mobil TV, VCR, etc. 

2 LOCATIONS: 

(718) 296-8040 Ozone Park 
(718) 805-7508 Richmond Hill 


Decorating/Gift Wrap 


Gift Wrapping & Holiday 
Decorating Needs 

Indoor/ Outoor. Exceptional 
Service at Great Price. Call 
Giselle. 

(718) 421-5604 

Cell (646) 400-7311 


Computers 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 



P 718-998-DATA 


<3282) 

email: info@drdata.com 

http://www.drdata.com 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 
Call for free interview 

charlessibirsky.com 
Bands available 

718-768-3804 w 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home & Garden Decor, Aromather- 

All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 


computer 

catch 

cold? *9 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 
Cleanup / Backup* 
*original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


Merchandise Wanted 


„ Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

" LOOKING TO BUY 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


boklyn 

Papers 


ATTORNEYS 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


YOUR COURT STREET LAWYER 

Discharging Student Loans 


By Richard A. Klass, Esq. 



to discharge them in bank- 
ruptcy? 

A: The Bankruptcy Code 
(Section 523(a)) provides a list 
of "exceptions" to the dis- 
charge of debts in bankrupt- 
cy. "Exceptions" are those 
debts which remain owed by 
the debtor after the comple- 
tion of the bankruptcy 
process (e.g. taxes, govern- 
ment fines, child support). 
Among those exceptions are 

generally speaking, student 
loans are non-dischargeable 
debts which are not "wiped 
out" by the bankruptcy dis- 

the above Section is the 

student loan debt. The 
debtor may file a Complaint 
against the student loan hold- 
er, such as a bank, Sallie Mae, 
or even the US Department 


of Education, to claim that 
the student loan should be 
discharged. The debtor must 
prove that the repayment of 
the debt will "impose an 
undue hardship on the 
debtor or the debtor's 

The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second 
Circuit (which covers New 
York State) held, in Brunner v. 

New York State Higher 

Education Services Corp. , 
831 F2d 395 (1987), that in 
order to discharge a student 
loan for undue hardship rea- 
sons, the debtor must show: 
(a) that he cannot maintain a 
"minimal" standard of living 
for himself and his depend- 
ents if forced to repay the 
loan; (b) circumstances exist 
which indicate that this state 
of affairs will likely continue 
for a significant portion of the 
loan repayment period; and 
(c) that he has made a good 
faith effort to repay the loan. 
The Brunner elements have 
been adopted for case analy- 
sis in many Bankruptcy Courts 
throughout the country. 


a/ civil practice at 16 Court St. in Brooklyn Heights. He may be 
reached at (718) COURT-ST or RichKlass@courtstreetlaw.com 


Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 


Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 


Over 10 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 


(718) 230-1234 


261 4th Ave. in Park Slope 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 

Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 

General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 
GSGennarelli @ Salsack.com 

Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 


Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 
Estates • Litigation • IP 



www.lewishand.com W51 


DIVORCE 

Act fast 8c protect yourself! 
Be the first to file 
- Middle income prices - 

Peter J. Mollo, Esq. 

266 Smith Street. Bklyn 

718-858-3401 



EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 

"We fight hard for you!" 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 



Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1201 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. 


(718) 


Bankruptcy 
'protection gives 
^you easy, quick and 
simple debt relief, 
you need a new start, 
call Richard Klass today. 

COURT-ST 

(718) 268-7878 
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AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Department of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

architect 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1 21 7 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

a brand new tub 


«alk 


(866) 399-TUBS 


Triple "S" Decor 
& Installation Inc. 

• Vertical Blinds • Wood Blinds 
• Mini Blinds • Pleated Shades etc. 

F (Tl7) 324-75ir 

Ask for Lester 

SHOP AT HOME 


- Cabinet Fair - 

ufacturinglacility in Brooklyn - resulting in fa 


241 37th St. (across Costco 
(718) 369-1402 
www.cabinetfair.com 


Chimney Service 


Unique Chimney & 
Fireplace Repairs 

removal smoke/draft/pipe replacements. Any 
finish, size, style, design or color. Resid. & 

(347) 218-2796 

(718) 774-3331 • (917) 287-2832 
www.chimfireglow.com 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


Platinum 
Cleaning Services 


Residential / Commercial. Please 
call Marilyn or Letta. 

(646) 453-6345 or (718) 484-7489 


M^furpliy'e JHm&sIf 


Gift Certificates Available 

718-279-3334 

W36/40/29-30 


cleaningworks! 


3 Architectural Design 
» Interior Renovations 

Commercial 

Residential 

Custom Renovation 


/(SpS 

HLEVEL ONE 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

1 (917) 847-8307 


^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 



Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Contin 
craftslr 


i the c 


of fine 


Brooklyn area 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 

Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 «*> 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


Chris Mullins 
General Contracting 


718-276-8558 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


** FACELIFT “ 

CONTRACTING *™ 

Restorations & Remodeling 

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

Stripping & Refinishing • Finished Basements 


: or George: 1-347-724-6540 


DECKS 

by Bart vf' 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


nsured/ Residential-Commei 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 

First time customers get 25% off with 


P f ,P ELECTRICAL 
tut CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 
COMMERCIAL 
8 . RESIDENTIAL 

No Job Too Small 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 B2911 


Get Results! 

Advertise in Brooklyn's Only Full Color 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 


l HANDYMAN 
*AT YOUR SERVICE! 


Interior/Exterior Painting • Sheet Rock Work 
Tub Reglazing • Windows/Window Repair 
Fences • Roofing/Shingles • Floor Sanding 
Siding • Vinyl Siding • Awnings • A/C Installation 
Aluminum Work • Gutters/Leaders • Bathrooms 
Renovations of Kitchens • Finished Basements 


YOUR SATISFACTION IS MY GOAL • COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL 
All Work Guaranteed • No Job Too Big or Too Small • Free I 

Luis 917-642-7379 

ALL TYPES OF HANDYMAN WORK 


Exterminators ||Home Improvement 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 

Residential • Commercial 
“Safest Methods Used" 


718-832-0900 

A Service Company 
You Can Depend On 

$ 1 0 Off Any Service 
W ith This Ad 


Floor Maintenance 


BILL’S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 
Refinishing 

Resurfacing • Installations 

718-238-9064 


30 Years Experience 
FREE ESTIMATES 


E & S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 
Refinishing • Doorways • Molding 

Emerald 

(347) 451-7982 (71 8) 345-51 30 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


Fully Guaranteed. 7 Days Service 

718-720-2555 


- fAce /Floors - 

ing, staining & refinishing and new 
floor installation. Borders & patterns, 
ceramic tiles & bathroom renova- 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES B29/01 


Gardening 


■ _ Prepare your Garden 
, for Next Season! 

Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Jeffrey landscape 

* 1 Designs Bold r 

design 5 install 
unique outdoor living spaces 
to enhance your home 


718.237.9064 

www.jeffreylandscape.com 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Handyman 

oo small. Eves & weekends O.K. Cal 
dr. Handyman. FREE ESTIMATES. 

(917) 951-6639 


FOR YOUR ELECTIRCAL 
INSTALLATION & REPAIR 

Interior 8 i exterior painting, extra 
phone jacks, a/c, ceiling fans, ther- 
mostat problems, doorbells, 
minorboiler repair, light plumbing. 
Free estimates. Call Ken. (917) 
892-1025. 


JOSEPH PRESTIA 

Heating & Mechanical 


(718) 382-7648 
1 (91 7) 796-0063 


S & D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


HVAC Service 


ALL TECH 

Plumbing 8r Heating Inc. 

It’s Fall — time for money saving 
Boiler Replacements! 

Free Thermostat (ask for details) • 
Complete Plumbing and Heating 


Systen 


• Contra 


•Pump 


718-356-3400 E 


Jim A/C & Heating 

24/7 Service 

* Plumbing, Heating <§ A/C Repair 

Heating or A/C Tune up 
70+ parts includes: 

* Clean check oil flush 

* All work guaranteed 

Jim (718) 661-1853 B50 


E 8c S Heating 
and Air Conditioning 

• HeatS Ventilation 

r Repair & Service 


Professional Quality at half the cost. 

Call ErTT Steve (71 8) 491 -3200 


I rfi i 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


mmmm 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

71 8-763-1 435 AF „ Q1 . 




inlaln nuvers 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


OFFICIAL MOVING _ 
STORAGE, INC. - 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
F MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CAR US! 


• FREE Box Delivery And Estimates 




NO CHARGE For Weekends 
NO CHARGE For Holiday or Overtime 
NO CHARGE For Stairs 
NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 
NO CHARGE For Crating 
NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 
NO CHARGE For Pianos 

Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week. 

/ Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


State 2 State 

Moving & Storage 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR LOWEST 
SUMMER RATE! 

FL, NC, SC.VA, GA.TX, 
CA, AZ, MA, VT, AL, LA 


1 ( 866 ) 491-4191 


BKNY Trucking 

Local & Long Distance 
Ail your moving needs 
Free Estimates 
Courteous, Reliable Service 

Call Howard: (718) 216-7850 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


s ljnshine 
PAINTING 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 

toll free 866-748-6990 

B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


<P 

-La 


rofessionaf 
ainting 


Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences <& Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 9Z1-Z932 

[rcFl Finishing Touch 

0^ PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


3 


Pa inting ■ Plastering 
Oedoratrve Surfaces * Papertiangini 
FREE ESTIMATES / FULLY INSURED 

www.lplnteriors.com 

718 . 522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Professional 

Painting; 

By Danko 

Quality work, dependable service. 


Brooklyn Heights. Call Danko. 

(973) 723-5179 


Low Price Mj 

Clean Job 

Fast Service ^ ffr) 
References k U 

Free Estimate 

718-439-7309 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

ustom Design & Restoratior 


Quality 

Plastering/Painting 

For all your plastering 
& painting needs. 
Interior/Exterior. Free Estimates 

Call Conrad 
(917) 773-1052 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
SB m Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


RENOVATIONS 

Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Basements & Attics 
Complete Renovations 

Days (646) 824-6998 
Eves (718) 493-3140 


BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT AND ROOFING 

13 Years Warranty 

Residential A Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 


(718) 382-4449 as, 


IdJ 

■ 

9 


y 

§ 
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Stairs 


FLOOR 

SANDING 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 

Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 1 
CONTRACTORS |l|9 

Broken or Missing U 

Baluster/Spindles i — M 

Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) V® 

Call: 718-893-4006 



JC TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal Pruning 
Stump Grinding Toppings 
Free Load of Wood Chips 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Senior Discount Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

718-896-2158 917-721-5356 

Ask for Juan 


Roofing || Rubbish Removal 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 


18th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 


STANDARD CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING CORP. 

Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 


ALLIANCE TRI-STATE 
CONSTR & ROOFING 

Roof Replcmts/Repairs, 
Wtrproofing, Gutters/Ldrs 

Fast & Reliable Svce 

INSURED • LlOtl 195501 

(718) 556-9700 
(347) 723-4336 


ATTENTION 

j HOMEOWNERS! 

idfc'A Leakv Roof? 


Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 


Rubbish Removal 


O GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up 
Old Furniture & Appliances 
OH icc. Home & Yard Clean-Ups 

Single Items To Multiple Truckloads 


6, 10, & 15 yard containers 
Serving the Community 
Vtember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
l#th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Broumstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Service Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493*2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 
dj aysrubrem @ netzero . com 



• Fast! Profusion-' c ! - 

FREE Esti 
917-533-8306 


Eagle Rubbish 
Removal 


"A Company You Can Trust" 
Free Est. • Lie. & Insured • Great Refs 

Call (718) 871-0997 


John 

Costelloe 


ig and Tile Work. 1 
i Specializing in til 


ie (718) 768-7610 


Tiles for Sale 

We have a full line of porcelain 
ceramic, marble, granite, etc. 
for sale at competitive prices! 

(718) 771-0258 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

Free Estimate! 

20 Years Experience 

We Specialize in Tree Pruning for City 
Trees, Backyards, Gardens. Tree Cabling 


4j| Sunshine 

j Land & Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured 

718-627-1014/516-546-5447 


Upholstery 


i ) ■ Liv 

I "® 

jfej -Me 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Woodworking 


t^TZ/ 


strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanshinsince 1959. Call the 
/'ark <5i> lope stripping Team 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 























































